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Challenges in Japan’s Entrepreneurial 
Ecosystem 

   
• Leader in Intellectual Property (10 year time series of 
global patents across high tech fields, esp. bio),  but 
 

• Follower in Entrepreneurship (Japan Needs Some 
“Gazelles”) 
 

•Fly – Over in Global VC 
 



Three Opportunities 
 

1. 3/11 as “Sputnik Moment” 

 

2. Incubation Revolution 

 

3. New Venture Supports 

 (Saturday Entrepreneurship Strategic Workgroup) 
Kathryn Ibata-Arens    kibataar@depaul.edu 

Entrepreneurship in Japan: Challenges and Opportunities 

 
 
 



Contact 
• Kathryn Ibata-Arens 

Associate Professor, DePaul University 
kibataar@depaul.edu 
http://condor.depaul.edu/kibataar/ 
 
Visiting Scholar, Research Institute for Economy, Trade and 
Industry (RIETI) 
独立行政法人 経済産業研究所（RIETI） 
ブィジティングスカラー 
イバタ＝アレンズ キャサリン 
kathryn-ibata-arens@rieti.go.jp 
http://www.rieti.go.jp/users/kathryn-ibata-arens/index.html 
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