
International Trade Reception 
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November 11th, 2011 

The Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaiôi 

The U.S.-Japan Council and the APEC 2011 Hawaii Host Committee co-hosted an international 

trade reception at the Bishop Museum on Friday, November 11th to celebrate the continued 

strength of the U.S.-Japan relationship.  

 

A line-up of speakers from the U.S. and Japan included Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, Foreign 

Minister Koichiro Gemba, newly appointed U.S. Secretary of Commerce John Bryson, U.S. Trade 

Representative Ron Kirk and Senator Daniel K. Inouye.  

 

Prime Minister Nodaôs remarks reflected optimism about the U.S.-Japan relationship and  

emphasized that our two countries must work together in order to carve out an important role in 

the ever-growing Asia Pacific region.  

" Under President Obama, the U.S. has an increasingly 

stronger presence in the Asia Pacific region and I am 

extremely encouraged by that," said Japanese Prime 

Minister Yoshihiko Noda at the reception. "Japan and 

the U.S. must partner in order to play a major role in the 

Asia Pacific Region." 

 

More than 650 leaders attended the reception including Minister Yukio Edano from Japanôs  

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI), Japanese Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki,  

Congresswomen Mazie Hirono and Colleen Hanabusa, Hawaiôi Governor Neil Abercrombie,  

Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle and other officials.  



 

 

 

 

 
He also spoke of a new pact by public and private sector leaders to help lessen risks from disasters. ñThe 

University of Hawaiôi, PACOM, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and a host of agencies and private  

national foundations are joining forces to make investments in disaster risk reduction and community 

resiliency in the Asia Pacific region,ò explained Senator Inouye. U.S.-Japan Council President Irene 

Hirano Inouye was among the signatories of the joint statement of intent. 

Overall, APEC appeared to be very successful for the Hawaii community and those involved with U.S.-

Japan relations were reminded of the important role that Hawaii plays in the bi-lateral relationship. 

There was much enthusiasm about the U.S.-Japan Council and its activities in Hawaii.  

 

U.S.-Japan Council leaders including Board Members Colbert Matsumoto, Bobby Ichikawa, Mike Hirai 

and Roy Yamaguchi and Council Members Wendy Abe and Akemi Kurokawa played an essential role 

in coordinating the reception. All Hawaii-based Council Members served as hosts for the evening and 

were assisted by Board Members Ernest M. Higa, Stephen Kagawa, Jan Yanehiro, Dayne Kono and 

Governor George Ariyoshi.  

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

         

                                                                                              

Senator Daniel K. Inouye also made remarks. He focused on the extraordinary outpouring of support 

after the Great East Japan Earthquake, including Operation TOMODACHI, led by the U.S. Military 

and Japan Self-Defense Forces, and the response by the people of Hawaiôi. 

ñThe strong and cherished bond between Japan and Hawaiôi and the United States 

was made evident as millions of dollars were raised to support the relief effort,ò said 

Inouye who serves on USJC Board of Councilors. ñAdditionally, food, clothing, 

prayers and aloha were sent to support the survivors.ò 

 

U.S.-Japan Council President Irene Hirano Inouye, 

Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda, Senator Daniel K.  

Inouye and U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk. 

Minister Yukio Edano and U.S.-Japan Council 

Board Member Stephen Kagawa. 

For more information visit: WWW.USJAPANCOUNCIL.ORG  



Hawaiian Airlines CEO Mark Dunkerley 

and Marilia Duffles-Dunkerley 

Andy Kaye Walsh, Commander Patrick  

Walsh (Leader of Operation TOMODACHI), 

Lockheed Martin Executives Robert Stevens 

(Chairman & CEO) and Richard Kirkland 

(Vice President, Corporate International  

Business Development) 

 

Chancellor, University of HawaióiðWest 

Oóahu Gene Awakuni, Judith Carlisle 

and Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle 

Host Committee Vice-Chair Timothy  

Johns, Congresswoman Colleen Hanabusa, 

USJC President Irene Hirano Inouye and 

USJC Board Member Ernest M. Higa 

U.S.-Japan Council Members Stephen  

Kagawa, Allen Uyeda and Doug Goto 

Foreign Minister Koichiro Gemba and  

U.S. Secretary of Commerce John Bryson 


