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Monday, September 20th 

USJC First Annual Conference 

 

Grand Hyatt Hotel 

1000 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 20001 

 

AGENDA 

 

9:00 – 10:15am: Opening Plenary & Keynote Speeches  

 

Introduction:  Fred Katayama, Anchor, Reuters Television 

Welcome:   

Irene Hirano, President, U.S.-Japan Council   

Thomas Iino, Chairman, U.S.-Japan Council 

  

Opening Remarks:  

The Honorable Norman Y. Mineta, Vice-Chairman, Hill & Knowlton Inc., 

Former U.S. Secretary of Commerce and Former U.S. Secretary of 

Transportation 

 

 Keynote Speeches:  U.S.-Japan Relations Today 

Vice President Joe Biden, Vice President of the United States of America 

(invited) 

The Honorable Katsuya Okada, Minister of Foreign Affairs (invited) 

 

10:30am – 12:00pm: Panel Discussions on Key Topics 

Attendees can choose to participate in one of the two sessions.   

 Session 1: Clean & Green Technology 

Moderator:  Maurice Kaya, Consultant and Project Director, Pacific International 

Center for High Technology Research; Advisor to Hawai’i State Energy 
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Advisory Board and Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technical Advisory 

Committee  

 

Panelists: Guido Bartels - General Manager Global Energy & Utilities Industry, 

IBM and Chairman, GridWise Alliance  

Osamu Onodera – Director General, General Affairs and Policy 

Planning Department New Energy and Industrial technology 

Development Organization (NEDO) 

Bill Parks – Senior Technical Advisor, OE, U.S. Department of Energy  

  

Session 2: People-to-People Organizations and Community Engagement 

Moderator:  Glen Fukushima – Chairman & Director, Airbus Japan K.K.  

 

Panelists:  Robert Asher, Chairman Emeritus, AIPAC, American Israeli Public 

Affairs Committee  

Karen Donfried, Executive Vice-President, German Marshall Fund  

 

12:00 – 1:45pm: Lunch & Featured Speaker 

U.S.-Japan-China Tri-lateral Relations 

Emcee : Fred Katayama, Anchor, Reuters Television 

 

Speakers: James Jaska, Executive Vice President, Government, AECOM  

  Ambassador Ryozo Kato, Former Ambassador of Japan to the U.S.  

Savio Tung, Managing Director, Investcorp and CFO, Committee of 100 

 

2:00 – 3:30pm: Panel Discussions on Key Topics 

Attendees can choose to participate in one of the two sessions.   

  

Session 1: Entrepreneurship & Innovation 

Moderator: Dan Okimoto– Professor Emeritus, Stanford University 

(moderator/panelist) 

 

Panelists: Emiko Higashi— Managing Director, Tomon Partners, LLC 

 Darren Kimura— President, Founder & CEO, Sopogy  
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Wallace Tsuha – Chairman & CEO, Saturn Electronics & Engineering, 

Inc. 

 

 Session 2: Women in the Workplace & Leadership  

Moderator:   Jan Yanehiro – President, Jan Yanehiro, Inc.  

 

Panelists: Barbara Adachi - National Managing Principal, Initiative for the 

Retention & Advancement of Women, Deloitte LLP  

Royanne Doi- Chief Legal Officer, Prudential Life Insurance Company Ltd. 

Irene Natividad – President, Global Summit of Women  

 

 

3:30pm: Conclusion of the Annual Conference Sessions 

USJC Members will convene for Strategic Working Group Sessions.  Shuttle bus services to the 

Capitol Hill Reception are available for attendees starting at 4:45pm in the hotel lobby.  

 

 3:30 – 5:00pm: Strategic Working Groups [Members Only Session] 

The strategic working groups are interactive opportunities for conference attendees to provide 

ideas and strategies that will be executed beyond the conference.  Each strategic working group 

leader will develop actionable strategies that will contribute to positive U.S.-Japan relations. 

 

¶ Clean & Green Technology 

¶ Education: Study Abroad & Language 

¶ Entrepreneurship & Innovation 

¶ People-to-People Organizations and Community Engagement 

¶ Transportation/High-Speed Rail 

¶ Women in the Workplace & Leadership 

 

All groups will report back to the entire group starting at 4:30pm. 

 

5:30 – 7:00pm: Reception at the Capitol Hill 

Cocktail reception at the Capitol Hill with closing remarks by Senator Daniel K. Inouye, 

Ambassador Thomas Foley, Ambassador John Roos, Ambassador Ichiro Fujisaki, The Honorable 

John Thomas Schieffer.
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CONFERENCE TOPICS 

The following topics will be discussed during the USJC Annual Conference panel discussions 

for the purpose of educating and initiating thought-provoking dialogues about issues that are 

critical to current and future U.S.-Japan relations. 

 

Several of these topics are also designated for strategic working groups, which will be led by 

Council members and will provide a foundation for important initiatives.  Each strategic 

working group will develop action plans at the Conference, ensuring that the discussions result 

in on-going and tangible projects. 

 

● = Conference Panel Topics (Monday, September 20th)  

† = Strategic Working Group Topics (Monday, September 20th)  

 

1.  Clean & Green Technology●† 

Damaging oil spills, changing climate and unpredictable energy costs preoccupy media 

attention today.  At the same time, the U.S. and Japan are both technological leaders in 

clean & green technology, such as renewable resources, smart grid, and ecological 

construction and design.  Government policies, coupled with strategic private 

investment, are transforming energy markets worldwide.  This session will explore the 

noteworthy programs of both countries and the synergies that are possible.  What is the 

state of collaboration by the two countries?  The panel will present projects and 

opportunities that highlight the competitive advantage of each nation and discuss areas 

of cooperation for global leadership in clean & green technology. 

 

 2. Entrepreneurship & Innovation● 

Over the past 25 years, the U.S., particularly the Silicon Valley, has been the cradle of 

global innovation and entrepreneurship.  The U.S. has given birth to seminal 

breakthroughs in basic research (integrated circuit and recombinant DNA), applied 

technologies (semiconductors and the internet), path-breaking companies (Intel, 

Microsoft, and Google), and whole new industries and sectors (wireless 

telecommunications, biotechnology, and clean technology).  What accounts for 

America's entrepreneurial dynamism? While Japan has elevated the level and quality of 

production technology and the assembly process, it has not had the same impact as the 

U.S. on the creation of vibrant new start-ups and the emergence of whole new industries 

and sectors. Why? What lies ahead for the two post-industrial giants? Are the two 

countries poised to achieve major breakthroughs in the promising new sectors of clean 

technology and health care?  The panel discusses the current initiatives and potential of 

collaboration between the two countries.  

 

3.  Education: Study Abroad & Language●† 

Over the past 10 years, there has been more than a 35% decline in the number of 

Japanese students studying in the United States.  Students from China, India and South 

Korea exceed the number of students from Japan, which in 2009, was less than 29,000.  In 
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contrast, the number of American students studying in Japan has increased from 

approximately 2,000 in 1996 to 5,700 in 2008 - an upward trend but still far less than 

those coming to the United States.  The conference will explore how to address these 

trends and how to increase the interest and number of Japanese and American students 

studying in the U.S. and Japan.  This group will also focus on the important issue of 

Japanese language education in the United States and English education in Japan.   

 

4.  People-to-People Organizations & Community Engagement●† 

People-to-people organizations bring together extraordinary individuals to achieve an 

organizational mission through mutual understanding, education and personal 

relationships.  A panel of experts from various organizations and communities will 

discuss how they are building international relationships by engaging individuals in 

meaningful ways through creating strong networks that are contributing to global 

change.  The group will also discuss the National 2012 Centennial Anniversary of the 

planting of the cherry blossom in Washington, DC, which will be commemorated by 

nation-wide planting of cherry trees and connecting of regional Cherry Blossom 

Festivals.  

 

 5.  Transportation/High Speed Rail Transportation/High-Speed Rail† 

President Obama initiated a High Speed Rail (HSR) initiative in early 2010, awarding $8 

billion to states across the United States to develop America’s first nationwide program 

of high-speed intercity passenger rail service.  There have been intensive pursuits of the 

potential business by Japan, Canada, France, Germany and others.  Several key USJC 

members have been involved in communicating and supporting a successful U.S.-Japan 

collaboration in rail transport.  These members will present their current activities and 

recommendations, and a consultant who is directly involved with the High Speed Rail 

initiative will provide views on current strategies and on-going issues. 

 

 6.  Women in the Workplace & Leadership●† 

The U.S. and Japan face different challenges in diversifying their workforce and 

diversifying senior levels of management, including the board room. Given the 

workforce trend, 21st Century leaders must focus on talent management to be 

competitive and deliver positive bottom-line results.  Focusing on women in the 

workplace, a panel of top Japanese and American women executives will discuss 

opportunities and challenges for the future, especially in senior management and board 

leadership positions. 

 


