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Preface

Sadaaki Numata
Executive Director
The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) was established in 1991 to promote
mutual understanding between Japan and the United States, and mustering wisdom together to
collaborate as global partners, to resolve issues of global concern.

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Forum (JALD) is one of the high priority initia-
tives of the CGP. From Friday, February 27 to Sunday, March 8 2009, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the CGP invited 13 Japanese American leaders of Sansei (third-generation) and
Yonsei (forth-generation) from the United States to Japan. They visited Tokyo, Kyoto and
Okinawa, observing many historical and cultural sites, and also had the opportunity to engage in
dialogue with various distinguished Japanese leaders. I am aware that some among the Sansei
and Yonsei generations, to whom the Japanese tradition has been passed on by the Japanese
immigrants (Issei) and Nisel generations before them, do not feel a particularly strong bond with
Japan. For three of the visiting leaders this was their first time to visit Japan. This was also the
first time the delegates had visited Okinawa. However, I am certain that there is a growing num-
ber of Japanese Americans who deeply desire to know the Japan of today. This exchange pro-
gram provides the essential process of dialogue for both Japanese Americans and Japanese to
learn about, understand, and interact with each other. With this year marking the 9th year of the
program's inception, and with past participants totaling 110 members, the networks among
Japanese American leaders and their connection to Japan have definitely been expanding upon
their return to the United States.

As part of this interactive initiative, since 2003, the Japan Foundation Center for Global
Partnership with the co-operation of the Japanese American National Museum has annually held
a public symposium for the JALD program in a different regional city in Japan. On Thursday
March 5, this year's symposium, jointly sponsored by the Japanese American National Museum
and the Okinawa Prefectural Government, was held on the theme of "Building New Networks:
An Era of "Change" in Japanese American-Japan Relations." We were extremely pleased that

over 150 persons were in attendance.

At the heart of this publication is a record of this Japanese American Leadership Symposium
held in Okinawa. It also highlights the ten-day delegation trip, along with an introduction to 2009
delegates, including their personal reflections and after-thoughts.

Okinawa Prefecture has a significant history of emigration to America, and for Uchinanchu

immigrants abroad, Okinawa remains a place of strong ties. One participant in this year's sympo-
sium is a third-generation Uchinanchu, and as a panelist, recounted the experiences of her family
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including the hardships her grandparents faced when they emigrated from Okinawa to Hawaii,
to carve out their life in their new home.

The Japanese American leaders have told us that the dialogue at the symposium helped them
deepen their understanding of Okinawa's unique culture and identity, and that they had a lot to
learn from the strength of Uchinanchu bonds spread around the globe. As well, the similarities
shared between Japanese Americans who claim both a Japanese and American identity in
America, to Okinawans who claim both a Ryukyu and Japanese identity in Japan, were realized

and appreciated. Furthermore, I feel as we live in an increasingly international and diverse

world, and as Japan and the United States enter a new era of "change," the 2009 delegates have
been able to realize and seize the opportunity to create new bonds, together with the Okinawan
people, who share a history of international exchange with the Asia-Pacific region.

In the belief that it is essential to deepen the multilayered "ties" of the Japan-U.S. relationship
into the future, the Center for Global Partnership will continue to initiate invitational programs,
symposia, surveys, and publications, to expand opportunities for interaction between Japanese
and Japanese Americans, thereby strengthening relations between these two countries and peo-
ples.

In closing, I would like to extend my deep thanks and appreciation to all those who participat-
ed and cooperated in this year's symposium. My special thanks go to the people of Okinawa pre-
fecture for their warm and welcoming cooperation, Ms. Irene Hirano and other staff of the
Japanese American National Museum for their tremendous efforts and cooperation, Professor
Tosh Minohara of Kobe University for serving as excellent coordinator, our three outstanding
panelists: Ms. Diane Fukami, Mr. Ken Miyagishima, and Ms. Patricia Neilson, Professor Takara
Kurayoshi of the University of the Ryukus for serving as invaluable commentator, and for all
those involved in supporting this program and bringing this report together. These pages com-
municate the experiences and contributions of the Japanese American delegates, and I hope it
will assist in strengthening the mutual understanding between Japan and the United States.
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Foreword

Steadily Strengthening the Network Building Process

Kanji Yamanouchi

Director, First North America Division, North American Affairs Bureau,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 4

The emigration of Japanese to the United States began in the Meiji Era and today, the popula-

tion of Japanese Americans totals around 800 thousand. At present, many of the young Sansei
(third-generation) and Yonsei (fourth-generation) Japanese Americans have established them-
selves in various occupations and businesses such as lawyers, doctors and university professors.
They have also assumed active leadership roles in financial, economic, and legal circles, as well as
within local communities. On the other hand, I have heard of a growing number in the younger
generations who are not familiar with their ancestral homeland, Japan.

Within this context, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan is working to expand, strengthen
and deepen the exchange between younger generations of Japanese Americans and Japanese
people, to promote bilateral, as well as Japanese American networks themselves. The Ministry
has been carrying out two projects in this regard. One is the Meeting of Ambassador, Consuls
General of Japan, and the Japanese American Leaders, and the other is the Japanese American
Leadership Delegation (JALD) Program. JALD has since 2003 been jointly sponsored by the
Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, and since its inception in 2000, 110 Japanese
American delegates have participated in the program.

These undertakings have steadily strengthened U.S.-Japan networks, and we can now see new
developments being made. Former JALD delegate reunions, with their alumni feel, have moved
beyond simple gatherings to become new forums for discussion on how to continue to strengthen
bilateral relations and exchange. Such discussions amongst Japanese American leaders initiated
the first reunion conference of JALD, held in Honoluly, in August 2007. The second reunion con-
ference, the JALD Summit Meeting, will be held in San Francisco in July 2009.

Another development initiated by Japanese American leaders was the foundation of the U.S-
Japan Council on April 1st 2009. Considering the importance of U.S.-Japan relations, the Council's
objective is to contribute more actively to the promotion of bilateral relations.

We greatly welcome and support these developments.

The 13 JALD delegates who visited Japan this year were courteously granted an audience
with various eminent dignitaries such as Prime Minister Taro Aso, Mr. Yohei Kono, Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado. Welcomed by the
warm hospitality in Okinawa, this year's hosts for the Japanese American Leadership
Symposium, the delegates were impressed by the wholly different Okinawan culture, and climate
from Tokyo as well. I sincerely hope that this year's experience will become a cornerstone for
the 13 delegates to strengthen future relationships between the U.S. and Japan. For our part, we
will continue, in all efforts, to reinforce the U.S.-Japan relationship.
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Foreword

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation
Program and Symposium

Irene Hirano
Executive Advisor, Japanese American National Museum

Ensuring the long-term stability of the U.S.-Japan relationship requires a strong people-to-peo-
ple relationship. This report provides information on an important program that is dedicated to
ensuring that Americans of Japanese ancestry are an integral part of building strong people-to-
people relationships between the United States and Japan. The Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership (CGP) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), with assistance from the
Japanese American National Museum, have supported a program known as the Japanese
American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) which has resulted in more than 100 Japanese
American leaders traveling to Japan annually over the past nine years.

This is the first time that a Delegation has visited Okinawa, where the 2009 Symposium was
held. Okinawa is the ancestral homeland to among the largest number of first generation immi-
grants that came to the United States in the late 1800s and early 1900s. As a result many
Japanese Americans have family roots in Okinawa. Okinawa Prefecture has worked hard over
the years to maintain a strong connection with these families, holding a Worldwide Uchinanchu
Festival, bringing together thousands of multi-generational families from around the world.

This report also highlights the nine-day 2009 Delegation trip including brief personal reflections
from all thirteen Japanese American Delegates. For three of the Delegation members it was their
first trip to Japan. The Delegates came from ten regions throughout the United States including
Southern and Northern California, Oregon, Washington, Hawaii, Arizona, Illinois, New Mexico,
New York, and Massachusetts. The delegation members are not only from different geographic
regions, but their family, professional, and community experiences are very diverse, reflecting
today's Japanese American community in the United States.

The goals of JALD are to improve understanding and strengthen long-term relations between
Japanese Americans and Japan, and develop on-going strategies to enhance the role of Japanese
Americans in advancing U.S-Japan relations. Upon their return from Japan, the delegates work
with other Japanese American and Japanese leaders to develop and implement specific projects
that will ensure strong long-term relations between our two countries.

With the assistance of MOFA, the Delegation meets top leaders in Japan. This year's
Delegation had the opportunity to meet with Prime Minister Taro Aso, Lower House Speaker
Yohei Kono, Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado, and several leading members of
Parliament. With each year's Delegation, the knowledge and history of Japanese Americans in
Japan has deepened to a level of respect, furthering continued interest in Japanese American his-
tory. At the same time, Delegation participants have gained a strong appreciation and respect
for their ancestral heritage.

In August 2007, the first all-delegation reunion and conference was held in Honolulu, Hawaii
bringing together many of the former Delegates. Their goal was to develop strategies and plans

10 ‘ Foreword (Irene Hirano)



for establishing an Alumni Network and create specific areas of follow-up to ensure that their
commitment to furthering U.S.-Japan relations can be implemented. One important outcome from
the Delegation trips has been to enable Japanese American leaders from around the country to
meet one another and get to know one another. Many of the Delegates did not know each other
when they were selected for the Program but as a result of traveling together they have devel-
oped life-long friendships which fostered and expanded personal and professional networks. The
next Delegation reunion will be held in San Francisco in July 2009. The reunions are organized
as an all volunteer effort and Alumni attend the reunions at their own expense. CGP has gener-
ously supported both conferences, enabling speakers and other key leaders from Japan and the
United States to participate.

Over the years, the National Museum has served as the organizer and coordinator of JALD
and other programs dedicated to fostering Japanese American involvement and leadership in
connections with Japan. Due to the success of the programs and the need for a dedicated organi-
zation to ensure long-term sustainability of the initiative, a new entity was created in April 2009,
the U.S.-Japan Council, which will assume responsibility for working with MOFA and CGP in the
future. The purpose of the U.S.-Japan Council is to establish educational and other programs
which foster and maintain a network of Japanese American leaders dedicated to ensuring a
strong U.S.-Japan relationship.

Sincere appreciation goes to the Japanese American National Museum for their support of
JALD since 2000. A special thank you to staff members Nancy Araki and Mitsue Watanabe for
their hard work in preparing the Delegation orientation in Los Angeles and for their overall sup-
port of the Delegation Program. Dr. Akemi Kikumura Yano, Museum President and CEQO, along
with the Museum's Board, staff and volunteers have supported this Program and other efforts to
further strengthen U.S.-Japan relationships.

Appreciation is also extended to Consul Hiroshi Furusawa, with the office of the Consul
General of Japan at Los Angeles, who traveled with and has supported the last three
Delegations. We are grateful to the North American Bureau of MOFA and to the Los Angeles
Consulate General's staff which provide significant support to the Delegation Program on behalf
of MOFA.

We are grateful for the strong endorsement of Japan Foundation President Kazuo Ogoura to
support these programs. Thanks are extended to the staff of CGP, especially Ambassador
Sadaaki Numata, Executive Director and Ms. Ayumi Takita, Senior Program Officer, for their
many contributions to the Symposium and to the Delegation program. The entire CGP staff has
worked hard to ensure that the Symposium and the Delegation Program are successful.

This year's Symposium was supported by the Okinawa Prefectural Government, and there are
many leaders in Okinawa to whom we are very grateful. It was an honor to serve as co-coordi-
nator with Professor Tosh Minohara of Kobe University, whose leadership and hard work was
critical to the success of the Symposium.

We look forward to working with our partners in Japan to continue building a strong U.S-
Japan relationship that involves Japanese Americans at all levels, now and in the future.

Foreword (Irene Hirano) | 11
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fhHEaL L HHBIRAIE & DERR
Meeting with Mr. Hirokazu Nakaima, Governor, Okinawa Prefecture

FHHEEATREREECT
Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum

HHBRNIEYEE(C T
Okinawa Prefectural Museum

LA TR

BHE
Shuri Castle

HAWEAEH OB Scenes from Visit | 15
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H BFHEERDIEF . Scenes from Visit

K

SRS T E (S
Together with Her Imperial Highness
Princess Takamado

RER BT & (C
Together with Prime Minister Taro Aso

A ETREER S
Together with Mr. Yohei Kono, Speaker of the
House of the Representatives

SIBFRERRESTEE ST
Together with Mr. Taro Kono Member of
the House of Representatives

WAHERERIRE IS
Mr. Jun Matsumoto, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary

HAHAE T O 8k Scenes from Visit



N BIXERSRESESR.
——| BHEBEERSREERK T Y —TRE DI
| Meeting with Mr. Kazuo Ogura, President, the
Japan Foundation and Mr. Sadaaki Numata,
Executive Director, the Japan Foundation Center
for Global Partnership (CGP)

TH3—=SL21EDIKIVT 4 A Ay 3
Panel Discussion with Forum 21 Members | =

Nanzen-ji temple

FrE=CT
Heian-Shrine

KEDESE RILUREREHIC
Together with Mr. Shigeru Shigeyama,
Master of Okura School of Kyogen

HAWEAEH OB~ Scenes from Visit | 17
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B Overview

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD)

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) is an exchange program that
annually invites 10 to 15 Japanese American leaders of younger generations (Sansei or Yonsei)
from various regions of the United States who are active on the front lines in a variety of fields.
The JALD Program has been jointly sponsored and organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan and the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) in cooperation with the
Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles. The objective of the program is to pro-
mote mutual understanding between Japanese Americans and Japan, and to strengthen the long-
term relationship between Japan and the United States. 2009 is the ninth year since the inception
of the program, and a total of 110 Japanese American leaders have been invited as delegates.

The Japanese American leaders who participate in the JALD Program, gain a deeper under-
standing of contemporary Japan. Upon their return, they are committed to advancing U.S-Japan
relations over the long-term, and to developing broader networks of Japanese American leaders
in the United States. This program offers an opportunity to create invaluable channels of people-
to-people exchange and communication, connecting Sansei and Yonsei with Japan, to vitalize
their relations and endeavors into the future.

JALD 2009 B JALD2009 ltinerary
From Friday, February 27 Date Venue Schedule
through Sunday, March 8,  February 27

Friday Kyoto | Depart from the U.S. — Arrive at Kyoto

February 28 | Kyoto | - Cultural orientation of Kyoto (Kinkaku-ji, Nijo-castle)
- Kyogen performance by Mr. Shigeru Shigeyama, Master
of the Okura school of kyogen.

from various professional March 1 | Kyoto | - Cultural orientation of Kyoto (Heian-shrine, Kiyomizu-

" . Sunday —Tokyo| temple, Nanzen-ji and Gion area)
fields throughout the United March 2 | Tokyo | - Mr. Kazuyoshi Umemoto, Director-General of the North
States traveled to Kyoto,

2009, a diverse group of 13
Japanese Americans leaders Saturday

Monday American Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Mr. Kazuo Kodama, Press Secretary, Ministry of Foreign

i _ Affairs
Tokyo and Okinawa. The del - Mr. Glen Fukushima and Japanese American business
egates engaged in dialogue leaders in Japan
g gag g - Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado
with a wide range of - Mr. Sadaaki Numata and other senior staff of the Japan
. Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)
Japanese leaders from politi- - Mr. Kazuo Ogoura, President of the Japan Foundation

- Mr. Taro Kono and members of the Parliament
March 3 | Tokyo | - Mr. Jun Matsumoto, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary.

cal, governmental, business

ia ci i . Tuesday - Prime Minister Taro Aso.
and media circles, while expe . Nispon Koidamren
i i ! 1 - Panel Discussion with Forum 21 Members
riencing Japan's history and - Reception hosted by Mr. Masahiko Shibayama, Vice-
culture. In Okinawa, the dele- Minister for Foreign Affairs

March 4 Tokyo | - Mr. James Zumwalt, Charge d'Affaires and senior staff of
Wednesday | »Okinawa| the U.S. Embassy in Japan .
- Mr. Yohei Kono, Speaker of the House of Representatives

gation participated in the

public symposium entitled, - Reception with Okinawan leaders hosted by Mr. Kevin
"Building New Networks: An Maher, U.S. Consul General in Naha
) . March 5 | Okinawa| - Visit to Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Museum
Era of Change in Japanese Thursday - Mr. Hirokazu Nakaima, Governor of Okinawa Prefecture
. . " - The Japanese American Leadership Symposium
American — Japan Relations - Reception hosted by the CGP
March 6 | Okinawa| - Cultural orientation of Okinawa (Shuri-castle, Okinawa

(recorded in this document). Friday —Tokyo| Prefectural Museum, Bingata museum etc)

March 7 | Tokyo | - Cultural orientation of Tokyo (Edo Tokyo Museum

Saturday Asakusa and Ginza areas)

- Wrap-up meeting

- Reception hosted by Ms. Ann Kanbara, Director of
Tokyo American Center

March 8

S Depart from Tokyo — Arrive at the U.S.

Overview .~ The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) | 19



BRZAXAVAANY=F =9 T « IIKRIDL

FERE RIS H Kk ¥ — (CGP) A% [HRT A AN — ¥ —iHEE ] pIsBE) o214
BD7220034E LK, RFEDO—BE LT, FiH LREBO X 2 N—=% 38 Z MZMZ T [HRT X
VAN —F =T - VBRI A| ZFEBLTVET, ATV RIY Y A1E, CGP. &KkHRAAE
Wi B X OBAHEERTE O EBAS T EAS & oM THRME SN THB Y., 20004ETTHHZM2 T L7,

OV URIDULEFE—E

s SR O ==

2003 | ® = BRAIS 127 «—h SERRRT XU NI AL TRES
2004 | ® FUTHRTAUNNDSHY  ERCETT

2005 | # P (8) RESEESRHR SXHLHLERBADE | 74/ U7 1 DEED S

2006 | BER (W) GEEEBREY 5 — ZMHECYRRET | SHEBEEBCICERT XN ADEH
2007 | & B (8) EEFAEY I— BEAICITDERT XU DA —BE - TIE - FREOBENT—
oo0p | B M) EIEBOREE o | BRPXUNAEOBR —BR100EDEREHA T—

2009 | 3 18 FhiEs FI DR | [£%] TBAR7XUAAEBAEDEE

XEESSREEEATSY— (CGP) Tl &Y VRYDLOABICDOVWTEBERSEZERLTVE T, CHEDAIF. EX—IL (cgpinfo@ipfgoip)
ETBHAEE TV, —HEFEXEYIY—DIR—LR—=T (http://www.jpf.g0.jp/cgp) NHBHTEWVZEITET,

BRERZ7AVHAANV=F=Iv T « YUKRIDL 2009 (E28RISP.2OLIEIEEE)

LAED Y YRV T AF, 3HSH (K2, MR OO T, [Hi7- o  [£%]+5H%
TAVANEAREOBR] L) F—<CRlELE L7

HARD S ORBICI00E DL E e,
T %g’@@%ﬁ%% sz‘ M B FIEROBE | (2% TRERTAUNAEAREDBR
BSﬁ‘4ﬁ%qﬂ’kT§Ebﬁ7x § His : 200943A5H (K) 15:00~17:30
UANSEREROWIHETE & og - o) \—) a5 IL559TI5H
ELRB#zEfoTeET, 787 | 1 mpscrBeEReys— (COP) / SXERABME
BOMERA IR END X H12. £ 1 @ hEe :
BT A Hikahs [E%] Lo | ‘ :
oprunT. BRT Ao Ar | = S
EEE RS SN T L e e EK §
EMELTOC LR ETETE | i e g
FrhoTwEd, SHOYVE | .
VUL, HLOARBROMY <f:“lﬁ4§‘?z_

WTdH oMM, MEEED3 FAU—" S LXARA YRR TRER

HrestHRAANILE SR Y X b %F ®iF N 2=

iz, ZhEhonfy v i NS0 AT A PRI [TV IATF AT |
Ne L TORBRRTA TV T4 7T Y SERyY S22 - 9)—tRAHE
4 MBS H AR & O AN AR IKbUYT - Z—)bYY ITF1—BYYMNIKRZRAS R
SwTHEERAVELL & L ARSIy T e T
31504 %2 A A4 I BBk LTH =B A% BB

%\H%7xuwAaH$a@%§<%_%sf%>
Q3 ol E AN IV AGNITE 1T s RN —

AT R b E L,

.......................................................................................

20 [ HRTAVAN)—=F =29 T - Y VRIT A



B Overview

The Japanese American Leadership Symposium

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP) and the Japanese American National
Museum have been annually organizing the Japanese American Leadership Symposium with coop-
eration from local governments. This symposium has been held as part of the Japanese American
Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) since 2003, and 2009 marks the seventh symposium.

@®Past Symposia

Year VenueCo-sponsor Theme

2003 | Tokyo Contemporary Society and Civil Society i_rl the United _States:
Through the Eyes of the Japanese American Community

2004 | Kyoto Asian American Diversity: Building Coalitions

2005 | Kobe/Hyogo International Association Practicing Multicultural Coexistence: From Minorities' Perspectives

2006 | Nagoya/Nagoya International Center From Art to Business: Japanese Americans in the Professional Arena

2007 Hiroshima/ Japanese Americans at a Crossroad:
Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation Connecting Past, Present and Future
Fukuoka/ i i i .

2008 | Fukuoka International Association, Reconnecting with Japanese Americans:

Fukuoka International Exchange Foundation | Beyond 100 years of Emigration

Building New Networks:
An Era of "Change" in Japanese American - Japan Relations

¥ CGP compiles the general content of the symposium in reports, which are available on request by email (cgpinfo@jpg.go.jp) or

2009 | Okinawa/Okinawa Prefectural Government

from the CGP website (http://www.jpf.g0.jp/cgp/e).

The Japanese American Leadership Symposium 2009 (See P.59)

This year's symposium was held on Thursday, March 5, in cooperation with Okinawa
Prefectural Government on the theme of "Building New Networks: An Era of 'Change' in
Japanese American-Japan Relations."

100 years have passed since the
first Japanese immigration to the
United States. Today Japanese
Americans have come to play
important roles in their respective
communities. As both societies
undergo "change", symbolized by
the Obama Administration in the
United States, Japanese Americans
and Japan must look to build new
relations for the future.

This symposium, held in Okinawa,
the place of origin for many
Japanese Americans, brought these
two groups together to discuss how
to build networks between Japanese
Americans and Japan amidst recent
changes. Three panelists including a
Sansei of Okinawan ancestry,
addressed these issues while sharing
their personal experiences and
identities as Japanese Americans.
Coordinators led the lively discus-
sions with commentator, panelists
and more than 150 audiences who
participated in the symposium.

........................................................................................

: Building New Networks:

An Era of “Change” in Japanese American-Japan Relations
Thursday, March 5, 2009 15:00 ~ 17:30
Okinawa Harborview Crowne Plaza

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP)
Japanese American National Museum

Okinawa Prefectural Government

Date :
Venue :
Organized by :

Co-Organized by :

Program

. Welcome Addresses

Executive Director, The Japan Foundation :
Center for Global Partnership (CGP) :
Governor, Okinawa Prefecture

Sadaaki Numata

Hirokazu Nakaima

<Session | Presentations>

Coordinators
Irene Hirano Executive Advisor,
Japanese American National Museum
Tosh Minohara Professor, Kobe University
Panelists
Dianne Fukami Co-founder & President, Bridge Media, Inc.
Ken Miyagishima Mayor, City of Las Cruces :
Patricia Neilson Director, Center for Collaborative Leadership, :
University of Massachusetts :
Commentator
Kurayoshi Takara Professor, University of the Ryukyus

<Session Il Panel Discussion and QS&A>

¢ Concluding Remarks

........................................................................................

Overview .~ The Japanese American Leadership Symposium | 21
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A= -5/ SXREARABYENTERS (OY VBV AU TFIL=7M]
IRENE HIRANO Executive Advisor, Japanese American National Museum [Los Angeles, California)

NEBDO THERHRANY =7 = 7a s 5] RO THERHRANY —F =L kAR EOKE] ©
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J Ms. Irene Hirano is the former President and founding CEO of the Japanese American National
Museum in Los Angeles and continues to serve as Executive Advisor. After twenty years, she stepped down from her
position in spring 2008 with her marriage to U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye. The Museum, an affiliate of the Smithsonian
Institution, opened in 1992 and is recognized for its national and international programs in arts, history and culture pre-
sented in partnership with regional communities and diverse organizations. A recipient of B.A. and M.A. in Public
Administration from the University of Southern California, she has more than 30 years of experience in nonprofit adminis-
tration, community education and public affairs with culturally diverse communities nationwide. Her activities include
serving as Board member and immediate past Chair, American Association of Museums, Board member, Ford
Foundation, Member of the National Board, Smithsonian Institution, Board Member Emeritus, National Museum of
American History, Smithsonian Institution, and Business Advisory Board, Sodexho Corporation.

SR EF (HDES £L02) #HEAZXERAFHRERE
TOSH MINOHARA Professor, Faculty of Law, Kobe University, Graduate School of Law

19714 F N, BV 73 V=T HIEEDOHRT AU A Ao 19924871 7 # V=T KFET A 7 4 AR
¥, =AY - NV IEFEORK, 19984FEMT KR F BB ENIZERME 7o i (BUh%) . HARZN
PRHAFEHIFER AR A b F 27 28T, 19994 AT KR FBEE AR B B, 20074 & 0 [ #d%
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Dr. Tosh Minohara is Professor of International History (politics, diplomacy and intelligence) at Kobe University, Graduate
School of Law. He received his B.A. in international relations from University of California, Davis, and M.A. and Ph.D. in
history from Kobe University, Graduate School of Law where he studied with Professor Makoto Iokibe. In the past, he has
had visiting appointments to such universities as Harvard University, University of Oxford etc. His major publications
include Hainichi iminho to nichibei kankei [The Japanese Exclusion Act and US-Japan Relations] (Iwanami shoten, 2002)
which was awarded the 2003 Japanese Association for American Studies Shimizu Hiroshi Prize and Kariforuniashu ni
okeru hainichi undo to nichibei kankei [The Anti-Japanese Movement in California and U.S.-Japan Relations] (Yuhikaku,
2006). Most recently he has contributed chapters to Nichibeikankeishi [A History of U.S.-Japan relations] (Yuhikaku, 2008).

| OxvF—%—B&E Biography of Commentator
aR BT (ho <5&U) BERAFEEZEHR
KURAYOSHI TAKARA Professor, Faculty of Law and Letters, University of the Ryukyus

IATAEMRIR SR A T, BARRSE Ho 197HEEHBOE RS 19938 JUNARF St i
SRS MR RS AR A AT MR 2 AT 199448 X 0 BURK. HFTIIBRERL,
T2, REREE QWIS 797 L O BUE, IRy 2 F 2 ¥ HARTTHIZRNR & - AAMER
RAT, MRS R R 2 L2 B0 5. BHWETEHAZH, NHKAW F7 < [HEkom) &
B8 7 &2 R 20044 (RIS 4 1 ) FEIRSIE B, 2 L B FHIC [SREROMA] (FUBEE
Drv 19804F) MY A A R MBCULEZH, THERER] CABHE. 19934, 4 = 75 7l
38 - JIOERIE ] (k. 0% EAh, 20004F) . [TORHRIDE] &) b2, 5EED, 20074F) (304 %.

Dr. Kurayoshi Takara was born in Izena Island and brought up in Minami Daito Island, both in
Okinawa Prefecture. After graduating from Aichi University of Education, he worked in the Okinawa Historiographical
Institute and the Okinawa Prefectural Museum before becoming Director of the Urazoe City Library in 1988. He received
his Ph.D. from Kyushu University, Graduate School of Humanities in 1993. Before he was invited to the University of the
Ryukyus in 1994, he had already spent over a decade researching Okinawan history from the broad perspective of Asian
history. He currently serves as Deputy Chairperson of Okinawa Question Japan-U.S. Action Committee. He led the project
to restore Shuri Castle (palace of the Ryuku Kingdom; now a UNESCO World Heritage site) and supervised the historical
representations in the 1993 NHK television drama series Winds of the Ryukyus. He has been awarded many times includ-
ing The Japan Foundation Special Prize for Japanese Studies in 2004. His major publications include Ryukyu no Jidai [The
Era of the Ryukyus: In Search of a Great Historical Figure] (Chikuma Shobo, 1980) which was awarded the Okinawa
Times Publications Cultural Award, Ryukyu Ohkoku [The Ryukyu Kingdom] (Iwanami Shoten, 1993) and Toward an
"Okinawa Initiative" -A Possible Role for Okinawa in Asia Pacific (Hirugi-Sya, 2000).

22 | Wsli# ~Biographies
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DIANNE FUKAM| Co-founder & President, Bridge Media, Inc. .~ TV/Video Producer [Oakland, Californial

Hr75 YA ZELCBSRIGET LERKPIX T2 — A + 94 % —, FaFa—H—5%L L CI44E
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Ms. Fukami is the co-founder and President of Bridge Media, a TV/video and media production company.

She is an Emmy-award winning producer and has produced documentaries that have aired on Public
Broadcasting Stations (PBS) nationally and locally about the Japanese American experience. She previously worked at KPIX-TV, CBS,
San Francisco, becoming one of the highest ranking Asian American television news executives in the U.S. She has been active in
community organizations and currently serves as a Board member of the Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern
California (JCCCNC), former Board member of the National Japanese American Historical Society (NJAHS), and founding member of
the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the Asian American Journalists Association (AAJA). She has visited Japan on five previous
occasions to produce news programs and documentaries and traveled with a JCCCNC organized tour. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral
origins: Grandparents from Osaka-fu and Kumamoto-ken.

RNttt -L Va4 Za—XAFYIAMIR - J)—EATR FRESHRESREEEE [5X - JI—tR/Za1—2AFI 0]
KEN MIYAGISHIMA Mayor, City of Las Cruces / CEO, Ken Miyagishima Insurance Inc. [Las Cruces, New Mexico]

2= XXV AMTHRAE LTHOTAR (FF - 7FHMFRERR) CBIINB. 9 - 7 V—k ATk
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HE LT, EVAAY YOMESFo. B DkeER2mE, MEHRENY, =2 —XF Y M 50oBmMmE.

Mr. Miyagishima became New Mexico's first American of Japanese descent to be elected to public office in
1992. He was elected Mayor of Las Cruces in 2007. Prior to being Mayor, he was a City Councilman for six

years and a County Commissioner for eight years. He is one of the few elected officials of Japanese ancestry
and Mexican ancestry. In 1984 while still in college he started Ken Miyagishima Insurance Inc., which he still owns today. He received
his undergraduate degree from New Mexico State University. He is also the first Delegation member from New Mexico. Prefecture in
Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal ancestors — Mino, Shizuoka-ken.

JCRUDT - =—)UY Y ITF -ty YNIAERA NYRERY -5 - v TV 5—mR [RA MY/ ITF1—tvIUM]
PATRICIA NEILSON Director, Center for Collaborative Leadership, University of Massachusetts [Boston, Massachusetts]
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Prior to her work at University of Massachusetts in Boston, Dr. Neilson was the Dean of Education and
Human Services at North Shore Community College, which is located north of Boston. She is a Sansei who
was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii and moved to Massachusetts with her husband and three children

twenty two years ago. She received her undergraduate degree in psychology from Seattle University, a Masters in Public Health from
the University of Hawaii Manoa and a Doctorate in Leadership Education and Administration from the University of Massachusetts
Boston. Her research interest in the under-representation of Asian-American senior administrators in higher education led her to join
national efforts to advocate for the development of pipelines for this talent. She serves on the Asian-Pacific Americans (APAs) in
Higher Education Board of Directors and mentors promising APAs. As part of the pipeline effort, she also serves as faculty in the
Leadership Development Program in Higher Education (LDPHE), a leadership development program for APAs. Prefecture in Japan of
ancestral origins: Paternal Grandparents -Gushikawa, Okinawa-ken; Maternal Grandparents - Motobu, Okinawa-ken.
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Wendy A. Abe Chief Operating Officer, Blood Bank of Hawaii [Honolulu, Hawaii]
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Ms. Abe received a Masters in Public Administration from San Francisco State University, and an under-
graduate degree from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. She served as President of the Honolulu
Japanese Chamber of Commerce from 2006 to January 30, 2009. As of February 2, 2009, she is the Chief
Operating Officer of the Blood Bank of Hawaii. Ms. Abe has an extensive background in strategic plan-
ning, management, fundraising and resource development for non-profits. During her 9-year tenure as
Vice President at Aloha United Way, she worked with Japanese companies to introduce them to philanthro-
py and community service. Ms. Abe is active in the community, serving on the boards of the Hawaii
Immigrant Heritage Preservation Association, and the Organ Donor Center of Hawaii, where she is
President-Elect. She has visited Japan twice before. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal —
Yamaguchi-ken; Material — Kumamoto— ken.

TATIL - BESq BERHM [EY3vT - ARU—=h - FrEY - IR=I XV K] #R
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IChael is. Hiral President & Chief Investment Officer, Bishop Street Capital Management
First Hawaiian Bank [Honolulu, Hawaii]
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Mr. Hirai is President and Chief Investment Officer of Bishop Street Capital Management, the registered
investment advisor and wholly-owned subsidiary of First Hawaiian Bank. The firm is responsible for $2.5 bil-
lion in equity and fixed income investments. He has an extensive career in the investment advisory industry
serving in senior management roles with several investment firms based in Los Angeles and Honolulu. Mr.
Hirai has also worked with two large national public accounting firms. He holds an MBA from the University
of Southern California and a Bachelor of Business Administration from the University of Hawaii. He is a CPA
and a Chartered Financial Analyst. Mr. Hirai serves as President and Director of CFA Hawaii, is a member of
the Corporate Council for the Environment/The Nature Conservancy, and a former member of the State
Council on Revenues. He visited Japan once in 2000. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal —
Kumamoto-ken; Maternal —Hiroshima-ken and Yamaguchi-ken.
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Elaine Ko Director, Office of Social Responsibility, Port of Seattle [Seattle, Washington]
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Born in Seattle, Ms. Ko has been an active leader in the Seattle area for decades. She previously served as
the Executive Director of Interim Community Development Association, Director of the City of Seattle's Office
of Women's Rights, owner of her own business for seven years, and former Executive Director of the
International District Housing Alliance, an agency she founded at age 23. She is involved with the Japanese
Cultural and Community Center of Washington, Leadership Tomorrow, International District Rotary, Asian
Community Leadership Foundation, and Advisory Board of National Association of Asian American
Professionals. She has a B.A. in communications from the University of Washington and Masters in Business
Administration from City University. This is her first trip to Japan.

Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Maternal —Kumamoto-ken.
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Robert W. Kumaki Principal, The Ronin Group / Board of the Japan America Society of Chicago [Wilmette, lllinois]
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Mr. Kumaki is Principal of the Ronin Group, a marketing consulting network, and Chief Integration Officer of

TRG, LLC, a communications holding company. He has over two decades of broad marketing experience in
numerous product categories including packaged goods, consumer durables, entertainment and retail for
clients like Procter & Gamble, Sears, Adidas, Allstate and Comcast. He's held management positions at some
of the world's largest marketing communications organizations including Young & Rubicam, Ogilvy & Mather
and the Publicis Groupe. In addition to serving as an Adjunct Professor at the University of Illinois, where he
received his undergraduate and graduate degrees, he has been a Director of several non-profit organizations
including the Japan America Society, the Asian American Institute, and the Japanese American Service
Committee. He holds a second-degree black belt in kendo and is an Officer of the Midwest Kendo Federation.
Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal — Hiroshima-ken; Maternal — Wakayama-ken.
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Debra Nakatomi President & CEO, Nakatomi & Associates, Inc. [Santa Monica, California)
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Ms. Nakatomi has an established career in communications and policy advocacy addressing regional, national
and global health and education issues. She is President of Nakatomi & Associates, a strategic communica-
tions firm she founded in 1989 that advises corporate, philanthropic and not-for-profit clients on initiatives tar-
geting diverse consumers and communities. Previously, she held positions at the Walt Disney Company, CBS
Television, Inc., the Japanese American Citizens League National Headquarters and the California Legislature.
Ms. Nakatomi is International Commissioner and board member of Girl Scouts of the USA; board member of
Little Tokyo Service Center; Executive Advisory Council, Asian Pacific American Legal Center; former board
chair of the Center for Asian and Pacific American Women and the Los Angeles Women's Foundation. She
received her undergraduate degree from California State University, Sacramento. She has visited Japan twice
before. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal — Hiroshima-ken; Maternal —Fukuoka-ken.
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Ted T. Namba Optometrist, Dr. Ted T. Namba & Assaciates / Co-Chair of the 2009 Arizona Matsuri [Glendale, Arizona]
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Dr. Namba received his Doctor of Optometry from the State University of New York College of Optometry
and his undergraduate degree from the University of California, Irvine. He has practiced optometry in
Phoenix, Arizona for the past thirteen years. He has been active with many community organizations, includ-
ing serving as the current Co-Chair of the 2009 Arizona Matsuri which celebrates its 25th Anniversary in
February, 2009. He is Past President and current board member of JACL Arizona Chapter and a board mem-
ber of the Asian Chamber of Commerce. He is a member of the Governor's Asian American Advisory Council
and City of Phoenix Pacific Rim Advisory Council. He is also a member of the Board of Governors of the
Japanese American National Museum. He has visited Japan twice before. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral
origins: Paternal — Hiroshima-ken; Maternal — Sapporo-shi, Hokkaido.
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Peter Sakai Judge, 225th District Court, Bexar County [San Antonio, Texas]
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On November 7, 2006, Judge Peter Sakai was elected with nearly 60% of the entire Bexar County vote to the
225th District Court bench and was the highest vote-getter among the contested judicial races. Through
Judge Sakai's leadership, Bexar County leads the State in the adoption of foster children. For his efforts,
President (then Governor) George W. Bush recognized Judge Sakai and his model court on the Governor's
Committee to Promote Adoption. Judge Sakai was born and raised in the Rio Grande Valley in South Texas.
He received his Bachelor of Arts and Doctorate of Jurisprudence from the University of Texas at Austin. He
has been a Chief Prosecutor for the D.A.'s Office and experienced trial litigator. He was appointed Associate
Judge of the 289th District Court (Juvenile Court) and for 11 years was the Presiding Judge for the nationally
renowned Bexar County Children's Court. Judge Sakai is widely recognized as a community leader and child
advocate with numerous local, state and national awards. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal —
Hiroshima-ken; Maternal —Kagoshima-ken.
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Edward Kiyoshi Shikada Deputy City Manager, City of San Jose [San Jose, California]
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Mr. Shikada has served as Deputy City Manager for the City of San Jose since 2003. Previously he was

Director of Public Works for the City of Long Beach and a Manager with the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority. He has a Masters Degree in Architecture and Urban Planning
from the University of California at Los Angeles and a Bachelors degree from the University of Hawaii in
Civil Engineering. Since moving to San Jose, he has been active in the San Jose Japanese Community
Youth Service as a Board member and involved in the preservation efforts of San Jose's Japantown. He
has traveled to Japan once. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal —Fukuoka-ken; Maternal

— Hiroshima-ken.
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Kirk Tambara Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley / Board of the Japan America Society of Oregon [Vancouver, Washington]
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Mr. Tambara resides in Vancouver, Washington near Portland, Oregon with his wife Judi and their newborn daughter
Zoe. His practice focuses on consulting with a select group of businesses and high net worth families regarding their
planning and investment needs. He received his undergraduate degree in Political Science from the University of Oregon
in 1995. He enjoys working with charities in his spare time and currently serves on the Board of the Japanese American
Citizens League Portland Chapter and is on the Board of the Japan America Society of Oregon. He has visited Japan
twice before. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Okayama-ken.
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Marianne Yoshioka Professor, School of Social Work / Dean of Academic Affairs, Columbia University [New York, New York]
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Professor Marianne Yoshioka is a third generation Japanese Canadian who immigrated to the United States more than 20
years ago to pursue her professional career. As young couples, her grandparents immigrated to the west coast of Canada
in 1915-1917. Following World War II they moved with their families to Toronto, where Dr. Yoshioka was raised. Dr.
Yoshioka holds an MSW and PhD in social work and has trained as a family therapist. She is an Associate Professor and
the Dean of Academic Affairs at the Columbia University School of Social Work in New York City. Her professional and
research focus is on addressing domestic violence within Asian immigrant populations, assisting universities and organiza-
tions around the world to develop professional social work practice, and supporting Asian social service agencies to devel-
op social work services. Prefecture in Japan of ancestral origins: Paternal Grandfather — Sasebo, Nagasaki-ken; Maternal

Grandparents - Ehime-ken.

AEICTEHEH LU TCLDFBIEEEDRE F130) (&, ABEEKDEHEVZEVIZDBDTT,
Japanese translation of the delegates' biographies was provided by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Legacy of the Issei: Hard Work,
Sacrifice and Preseverance

Nakamura grandmother in her
garden

My father with his first car

'y -

Nakamura grandmother:
kachashi

Nakamoto Grandparents
(paternal)

|3

r d‘
b K

Haruko & Jugi Nakamoto
Wedding

Y.
1‘*," '

My mother with her three
daughters, Joyce, Kay & Pat

4 Generations; issei, nisei, sansei

& yonsei

20094 Y VK Y Y ARG SR X M SR YT - ==y ) |47



g
i Smn

| SN
L
_:-.._'--g‘ﬁia.- i

Haruko’s family

Haruko Nakamoto at her 90th
birthday party

Haruko with my family

£ 1%
Eric Wada performing my mother’s
favorite dance (Takadera Manzai)

1
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Ukwanshin Kabutan Ryukyu
Performing Arts Group (Tsurukame)

Kachashi

Y

4th and 5 Generations of
Okinawan Americans

Ippe nihe debiru
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Foreword from Co-Organizer

Hirokazu Nakaima ,-'r.\
Governor, Okinawa Prefecture \
It was my great honor to play host to this year's Japanese American Leadership Delegation
Symposium, held in Okinawa prefecture.

From pre to post war days, there has been a significant stream of migration from Okinawa
prefecture overseas, and Okinawans now live and thrive in multifarious ways around the world.
In August 2008, Brazil and Argentina celebrated in grandeur, the 100th anniversary of immigra-
tion to their countries; pledging continued support for immigrants in various new ways, including
henceforth, to support the invaluable bond to Okinawa's unique dialect, Uchinanchu.

The exchange and relationship between the United States of America and Okinawa began
with the arrival of Commodore Perry on Naha's shores in 1853, with the first emigration to
Hawaii beginning in 1899. Since then, over 20 thousand people have emigrated from Okinawa to
the United States. At present, it is estimated that about 10 percent of Japanese Americans can
claim some connection back to Okinawa prefecture. In light of these facts, it is of profound signif-
icance, that the Japanese American Leadership Symposium was held in Okinawa.

This year's delegates boast leadership roles and activities from various locations around the
U.S. Within this group there is one delegate who can trace her roots back to Okinawa. This
Symposium was an opportunity to hear and receive valuable insights from all the delegates. I
thank you greatly for the excellent, diverse advice on how to further develop our mutual friend-
ship and exchange.

To conclude, I would like to express my deep thanks and appreciation to all those who partici-
pated in, and were a part of, this year's Symposium, including those organizers and coordinators
for the event. I hope that this was an opportunity to further advance the U.S.-Japan, U.S.-
Okinawa, friendship and exchange into the future. Thank you very much.
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Welcome Addresses from Coordinators

Irene Hirano (Executive Advisor, Japanese American National Museum)

On behalf of the 2009 Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program, we thank you
for joining us this afternoon. The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program and
the Japanese American National Museum are pleased to join the Japan Foundation Center
for Global Partnership (CGP) and the Okinawa Prefectural Government in co-organizing
this year's Symposium.

As you have heard, the Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program began in
2000 and this is the ninth Delegation of Japanese American leaders, who have traveled to
Japan with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the CGP. I especially want
to thank Mr. Numata for his strong support of this program. Nearly 100 leaders have pre-
ceded this Delegation, and following their trip, they have returned to the United States
with a greater appreciation and knowledge of Japan. They have formed an Alumni
Network and they continue to play an important role in contributing to strong relation-
ships between our two countries.

We believe that Japanese Americans can and should play an important role in building
the strong relationship between the Untied States and Japan through building the people-
to-people relationship. As Mr. Numata said, we have many Japanese Americans who now
hold significant positions in the United States and can share their expertise and knowledge
with counterparts here in Japan. We look forward to this program being able to create
and maintain these relationships, in which we can call upon one another in good times and
in hard times.

This year's Delegation is comprised of 13 outstanding leaders from 10 regions through-
out the United States. For three members, this is their very first trip to Japan, but for all
13 members, this is the first time that they are here in Okinawa. We began our trip 1
week ago, starting in Kyoto, experiencing the city's rich culture and history, which was
followed by three days in Tokyo, where the Delegation met with political, business and
government leaders, including a visit with Prime Minister Taro Aso. The highlight of this
year's trip is our visit to Okinawa, the first time we have been able to bring a Delegation
to Okinawa. We arrived in Okinawa last night, and this morning we visited the Okinawa
Peace Memorial Park, followed by a visit with Governor Nakaima. We will spend tomor-
row visiting other sites in Okinawa before returning to Tokyo tomorrow night. The
Delegation's 10 day trip will end on Sunday.

This is my fourth trip to Okinawa, and each time I have been impressed with the beauty
of the prefecture and the warmth of the people. My most recent trip to Okinawa was
three months ago, in December when my husband, the United States Senator Daniel K.
Inouye and I, had a brief visit here with the opportunity to meet with the Governor, the
Vice-Governor Asato, and many other dignitaries and business leaders. We were very
warmly received at a reception in this very hotel that was sponsored by the Okinawa
Chamber of Commerce.
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My first visit was 10 years ago, when the Okinawa Prefectural Museum hosted an exhi-
bition that was developed by the Japanese American National Museum called, "From
Bento to Mixed Plate," which featured the rich experiences of Hawaii's Japanese
Americans. At the time of the exhibition, a large number of Uchinanchu from Hawaii and
California travelled with us to Okinawa to celebrate the exhibition's opening. Certainly
Okinawa has always reached out to Uchinanchu throughout the world, and as the Vice
Governor said, has developed very strong ties with its descendents from Okinawa.
Organizations such as the Hawaii Okinawan Cultural Center are important in sharing
Okinawan culture and in maintaining community connections. This summer the Okinawa
Prefectural Association in Los Angeles will commemorate its 100th anniversary, and I
invite you to come to Los Angeles for that celebration.

The mission of the Japanese American National Museum is to preserve and share the
experience of Japanese Americans with Americans of all backgrounds and increasingly
with a worldwide audience. In its work to reach a global audience, the Museum has devel-
oped a global website called, "Discover Nikkei" (www.discovernikkei.org). There are over
20 institutional and organizational affiliates in North America and South America, which
along with the National Museum provide access via the internet to information on the
Nikkei experience. The website is in 4 languages; English, Japanese, Spanish and
Portuguese. I hope that you will use it as a reference in the future.

I will shortly introduce the 3 outstanding members of our panel. They will share with
you their personal and professional experiences as Americans of Japanese ancestry. In
your printed program, you see the brief biographies of all 13 Delegates. We wish that time
had permitted us to have each of the Delegates speak to you this afternoon, as they each
have an outstanding background. When we visited with Governor Nakaima this morning,
he asked the Delegation to become Ambassadors of Uchinanchu. I am sure that after our
visit to Okinawa, that all of the members of the Leadership Delegation will become your
ambassadors. We will find ways to create new networks for the future. Thank you very
much.
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Tosh Minohara (Professor, Kobe University)

Hello, I am Tosh Minohara from Kobe University and I will be serving as moderator
today along with Ms. Hirano. As mentioned in the introduction, I am a Japanese American
myself, and although I can only make a small contribution, I am tremendously honored to
be able to take part in this symposium. After all, I feel that contributing to the Japanese
American society is my duty.

My research at graduate school entailed examining Japan-U.S. relations from the per-
spective of immigration. Thus before turning it over to the panelists I would like to touch
on what I believe are the basic concepts of what makes Japanese Americans unique and
special.

First of all, a very large proportion of the first Japanese to the United States were stu-
dents who had crossed the Pacific in order to pursue their studies. After completing their
studies in the United States, many of them returned to Japan and contributed immensely
to the modernization of the nation. Only a few opted to settle in the United States.
Therefore the first visitors from Japan had gone to the United States with the clear inten-
tion of returning to Japan. As a result, the interaction with the motherland was kept
extremely active and stable. The Japanese Americans were not like Irish immigrants, for
example, who had been forced unwillingly to leave their native country. Pre-war Japanese
Americans always maintained a strong connection with Japan and went back and forth
between the two countries. I believe that today's panelists will express their pride in being
Japanese Americans, and I believe that part of this pride stems from this historical back-
ground.

Secondly, and this is not limited to only Japanese Americans but especially true when
compared to immigrants from Europe, the Japanese Americans faced a period of extreme
hardship and discrimination in the United States. At the beginning of the twentieth centu-
ry there was the San Francisco School Board incident, which eventually escalated into the
anti-Japanese land laws in California. The anti-Japanese movement reached its zenith with
the Immigration Act of 1924 which excluded the Japanese.

As will be evinced from the talk or today's panelists, the experiences of Japanese
Americans are diverse. For example, the experiences of Japanese that immigrated to the
United States from mainland Japan and the experiences of Japanese that emigrated from
Okinawa are quite different. Even Japanese that immigrated to Hawaii and those that
immigrated to the continental United States have totally different experiences. The
Japanese Americans in Hawaii for example, more or less have no experience being
interred in relocation camps. That alone is a significant difference.

In the prewar period, the Japanese Americans possessed a strong connection with the
Japanese government. The Chinese government, for example, was never able to sustain a
proactive effort to protect the rights of Chinese immigrants, but in the case of Japanese
Americans, there was a firm relationship with the local diplomatic legations and consular
offices that worked hard to achieve better treatment of Japanese immigrants. It can also
be said of course that the treatment of Japanese Americans was particularly important for
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Japan as it reflected upon its global status in the international community. Thus the
Japanese Americans maintained a strong connection with the Japanese government. I
would like to proceed further with this important point in mind.

Given their strong connections with the Japanese government, doubts surfaced over
whether the Japanese Americans were true Americans loyal to the United States, as U.S--
Japan relations began to deteriorate on the eve of World War II. There was deep suspicion
over the allegiance of the Japanese Americans. In consequence, Japanese Americans,
unlike other immigrants, were forced to prove their loyalty to the United States. This nat-
urally led to the weakening of ties with Japan. Hispanic and Korean immigrants, for
instance, still maintain a strong identity of their native heritage and possess strong rela-
tions with their home countries. Japanese Americans, on the other hand, do not. It is from
this fact that I believe that today's symposium has a great significance.

There are two key phrases found in the title of today's symposium. The first one is
"building ties," which expresses the aspiration to once again reconnect the severed ties. I
have many Japanese Brazilian friends and they all maintain exceptionally strong ties with
Japan. Even the numbers are starkly different: compared to the Japanese Brazilian popula-
tion residing in Japan, the number of Japanese Americans in this country is miniscule.
This clearly indicates how distant a presence Japan has become for Japanese Americans.

Of the thirteen representatives here today, three are visiting Japan for the first time and
the remaining ten have only been here on brief trips. And this is the first visit to Okinawa
for everyone. This is how distant a presence Japan has become.

The second key phrase is "transformation."” Many Sansei (third-generation) and Yonsei
(fourth-generation) Japanese Americans now play an active and vital role in American
society as leaders in their fields. But there is also another "transformation” that should be
noted. For the first time ever, a non-White individual has been elected president. The new
Obama Administration clearly values and epitomizes the concept of diversity as its cabinet
consists of the largest number of minorities in American history.

I embrace this transformation and view it as a time of opportunity for us Japanese
Americans. As an attempt to blow wind into the sails of "change," we have all gathered
here in Naha, Okinawa for this symposium with the purpose of fostering greater under-
standing between the people Japan and Japanese Americans as well as to promote further
exchanges in the future.

As a specialist of international politics, I am compelled to view Japan-U.S. relations in the
context of international relations. This means that I approach my subject from the per-
spective of so-called "high politics" which primarily deals with the diplomatic and military
aspects of state-to-state relations. However, if you think about it, people are at the basic
foundation of any relation between nations. With this in mind, I hope that we can today
further develop U.S.-Japan relations by strengthening the bond of between two groups of
people —the Japanese Americans and the Japanese.

Thank you very much.
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Dianne Fukami (Co-founder & President, Bridge Media, Inc.)

Good afternoon. Thank you to The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership, the Japan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japanese American National Museum, and the people of

Okinawa for the opportunity to join you today.

The short video you just saw gives a good general overview of the history of Japanese
Americans. As a television and video producer, and a third-generation Japanese American
myself, I would like to give you a more personal perspective, and a look at history from someone
who was born and raised on the West Coast of the United States, and grew up within the

Japanese American community.

When we Nikkei visit Japan and you see us, I know right away you are thinking, "gaijin." I am
not quite certain what sets us apart so easily. Perhaps it is that we are physically bigger and

heftier, our gestures are grander and bolder, our voices louder.

What I do know, is that even in our own country, there are times when we are seen as "gaijin"
as well. When I was younger, I looked forward to the day when I could finally come visit Japan,

because for once in my life I thought I would fit in and look like everyone else.

That day arrived in 1983, and I was never so amazed or felt so unsettled in my life. I had come
to Japan as part of a TV news team, ready to do a series of reports about the impending Toyota-
General Motors joint venture, a new concept in the San Francisco Bay Area and in the country.

It was a new concept in the auto manufacturing business called NUMMIL

I cannot describe how disoriented I felt walking the streets of Tokyo that year. This lifelong
expectation of "fitting in" and looking like everyone else just was not happening. I was taller and

heavier than most other Japanese women, my clothes were more colorful, and my walk was

decidedly "western" —bigger steps, my arms were swinging. I felt for the first time, as if I had
no country. I did not fit in while in Japan, and always looked like an outsider in my own coun-
try, the United States. This feeling of "not fitting in" is one shared by many of us Nikkei, especial-

ly those of us who grew up on the West Coast.

My parents were married in 1955 in San Francisco, where
my father was born and raised. His side of the family comes
from Osaka, my mother's side of the family comes from
Kumamoto. Although she was born in the United States, like
many other Japanese American families, she spent some time
as a child in Japan, while her older brother and sisters

received their education in Japan. My mother and grandpar-

ents returned to the United States when she was just six

My mother, the youngest, pictured with her family
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years old, and she has never had the opportunity to return. My father, who has now passed

away, has never visited Japan.

During World War II, after Pearl Harbor, both my mother's
and father's families were incarcerated in concentration
camps. My mother's family was sent to Gila, Arizona, then
later transferred to Tule Lake, California. She was the
youngest in her family, 11 years old, and spent the next three

years of her life locked in behind barbed wire.

My father's family had to live in the Tanforan Racetrack for
most of the first year of the incarceration. They lived in the
same stables that the horses were housed in, and they could
see the horsehair in the walls and smell the stench of horse
dung through the wooden floors. My father was then only 14

years old. Later, they were moved to Topaz, Utah.

Junzo Fukami in Chicago Like many other Japanese American families, my parents
left the camps early,
although they were not allowed to return to the West Coast
until after the war. My dad picked potatoes in the fields of
Idaho with his father, then moved to Chicago with his older
sister. She worked as a schoolgirl; he worked as a busboy in a
big hotel. Sometime during those Chicago days, my father was
drafted into the U.S. Army and spent his tour in Europe in

the early 1950s. Luckily, he never saw action. Junzo & Mitzi Fukami, 1955

My younger sister and I lived what I considered a pretty
typical American life when we were growing up. Early on I
realized that not everyone ate gohan for dinner, and hardly
anyone used as much shoyu as we did. And for some reason,
when [ was in elementary school I attended nihon gakko

everyday after school, while my sister never had to.

The Fukami Family, circa 1960s

Although I was always aware of being Japanese American, as an adult, I became more keenly
aware of my heritage. Back in the late 1970s, when I began my career in a TV newsroom in San
Francisco, I was unique. First of all, there were not many Asian Americans in my business, let
alone any Japanese Americans. And then there were very few of us who were producers and on
management career tracks. Those Nikkei who were in TV news were usually women and they

were on-camera.
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On a personal level, it was a challenge. In spite of my cultural upbringing to "fit in" and "not
make waves,' I knew that I had to be assertive in order to flourish in the business. On the other
hand, my mother often observed in private how loud I had become. It was a conflict between

two cultures.

In the newsroom, I remember the hate calls we would receive on Pearl Harbor Day, or when
we would cover stories about the incarceration experience, or the fight for redress and repara-
tions. In the early 1980s, when the United States was experiencing a recession, Japan's economy
was booming, and Americans felt very threatened by Japanese. There was a fair amount of Japan-
bashing, illustrated by out-of-work Detroit autoworkers physically bashing cars. Even though
decades had passed since the war, some people still believed that we were from Japan. They did

not understand that we were born in the United States and were American citizens by birth.

After my own children were born, I left the newsroom to
have better balance in my life. I began work as an independ-
ent producer and was able to produce several documentaries
about the Japanese American experience. What I found dur-
ing that time, is that as I interviewed older Nisei (second-gen-
eration), people who were older even than my own parents, I

began to better appreciate the feelings and the obstacles that

they had to overcome. Interviewing Nisei

Leaving the demands of the TV newsroom also allowed me
to become more actively involved in the Japanese American
community. My husband and I thought this was important to
do so that we could expose our two young daughters, to their

Japanese American heritage.

My two daughters, circa 1990

In spring, we would take them to the Cherry Blossom Festival in San Francisco's
Nihonmachi to be a part of the community and to witness aspects of Japanese culture — tradi-
tional dancing and customs. For six weeks every summer, I would drive the girls to a
Japanese cultural summer program called "Daruma no Gakko," where they learned Japanese
songs, simple Japanese
vocabulary, customs like
tanabata, and Japanese
American history. During
Obon, we would dress up
the girls in yukata and

participate in bon-odori.

Between Christmas and The Nakano girls at Obon Mochitsuki, Japanese American Style
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New Year's, for the past 10 years, we would gather with my Sansei (third-generation) friends and
their families and we would make mochi the old fashioned way, steaming the rice, pounding it,
and forming it into balls. And I do know that on occasion when we invite people from Japan to

join us, they are amazed because they are used to buying mochi in plastic bags, from the store.

I think we wanted our daughters to be proud of their
Japanese American heritage because in the United States,
people's first impressions are often based on race or the color
of your skin. We felt that if the kids were going to be identi-
fied and judged initially by their ancestry, they ought to be

very proud of their heritage.

Our family is lucky to live in an area with a Japanese
American community. My children have been exposed to
their culture since they were young and some of their closest
friends are Japanese American. As Yonsel (fourth-generation)
with two Nikkei parents, they are part of a minority. Out of
all the Asian Americans in the United States, Japanese

Americans have the highest rate of marrying out of their

My younger daughter's basketball team ~ TaCE In the 2000 census, almost ten years ago, there were less
than 800,000 people nationwide who identified themselves as

mono-racial Japanese American.

They understand that the responsibility of carrying on the
Japanese tradition in the United States falls on them and their
generation, and so far they seem to be embracing it. They
also realize that they are the future ties between the United
States and Japan. Both girls have been to Japan as part of a
goodwill youth basketball program sponsored by the Japanese

Cultural and Community hﬁ-”_“ .A !
Center of Northern California My daughters at Sdako's Meorial in
(JCCCNC) and have home- Hiroshima

stayed with families in Osaka and Kobe. Two years ago, my
eldest daughter decided she wanted to participate in the
Northern California Cherry Blossom Pageant, which involved

wearing a formal kimono and learning to walk in one —some-

thing she had never done before, neither have I for that mat-
2007 First Princess Lindsay Nakano ter.
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Last summer, my youngest daughter spent a month in
Kobe, studying Japanese at the YMCA and living with two
different families there.

I tell you all this because for many of you, we are

Americans and as gaijin as any Caucasian American. What

_ makes us different is not just our Japanese heritage, and our
Hillary Nakano with "little ister" inKobe Interests in our ancestry, but the physical differences that set
us apart from White America.

Japanese Americans have many challenges facing us: our numbers are decreasing, our three
remaining Japantowns in the United States are threatened, and for the most part, we are still

trying to figure out how best to preserve our own culture and traditions.

But a responsibility we take very seriously is our ancestral link to Japan and the role that we
can play for ties that bind the two countries together. My fellow members of the Japanese
American Leadership Delegation and I are excited to build new ties together, and build network-
ing opportunities with you so that together we may create an era of change in Japanese
American-Japan relations. Thank you.
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Ken Miyagishima (Mayaor, City of Las Cruces)

Konnichiwa, Buenas tardes, this means good afternoon in Spanish. I bring to you greetings
from my city —Las Cruces, my state— the state of New Mexico and my country, the United
States. I am really impressed with Okinawa prefecture. I have really enjoyed my limited stay,
and am looking forward to tomorrow. However I can tell you, that in the very near future,

Okinawa will be number one with me, ichiban.

My background starts out fairly similar to my colleagues
both here today and from years past. My paternal grandpar-
ents came to the United States in the 1920s from Shizouka-
ken. My father, Kazuji was born in 1930 in Terminal Island,
California. After Pearl Harbor, my father and his family,
except for my grandfather, were interned in Poston, Arizona.
My grandfather was moved to Santa Fe, which is the capital

of New Mexico, because he was a community leader.

My maternal grandparents also came to the United States
in the 1920s, but they came from Chihuahua, Mexico. My
mother, Catalina was also born in 1930. My mother was born
in Alamogordo, New Mexico, which is about 60 miles away

from Las Cruces.

[ My maternal grandparents ]
I would like to show you a picture of my parents.

Now as you can see when they first got married, my mom
looked a lot darker. Now that they have been married 57
years, she actually looks like Japanese. They say that it is
what happens when you are married for a long time that you

tend to look like your spouse.

[ My parents ]

I am one of two bi-racial Japanese Americans here on this delegation. I have enjoyed many
memorable moments throughout my life growing up as a Japanese Mexican American. I would
like to share some of those moments with you today. I would also like to tell you that I have had
the opportunity to influence some of my Mexican American friends by also being Japanese. How
many of you know what a tamale is? I actually use soy sauce on my tamales. I would like to say
that my father invented the green chili sushi. One day he made some green chili sushi in his

restaurant and the customers really liked it.
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Just a little information on how I came into this world. After my father and his family were
released from the internment canp, he joined the U.S. Air Force in 1948. His first assignment was
at Holloman Air Force Base, which is near Alamogordo, New Mexico. Holloman Air Force Base
is home of F17 stealth bomber, a black airplane that flies really fast. He was an air traffic con-
troller. That was how he got to know my future grandfather, my mother's father. They got mar-
ried in 1952. I can assure you that in 1952 my dad had to be the only Japanese American in a
town of 10,000 residents. Throughout his career, he got stationed in Mississippi, and I was born

at Keesler Air Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi in 1963. I am a Nikkei Sansei.

In 1968, I was 5 years old and my father had to serve a one year tour alone in Bangkok,
Thailand. I remember a few things that happened in 1968; Martin Luther King was Kkilled,
Senator Bobby Kennedy was assassinated, and a good friend of the family was killed in the

Vietnam War.

One day I remember looking up at the mirror and asking my mother, "How come my eyes are
different to yours?" She replied, "Because you are Japanese." I said, "Are you Japanese?' and she
said, "No. My family came from Mexico." This is how I began to understand who I was and what

it meant to be Japanese.

Another day I remember going into the wash room, and I saw my brother's tennis shoes, with
the name, "Hiroshima," written on them. The first thought that came to my mind was that my
brother had "saved" somebody in school because I understood it to mean "Hero" shima. I asked
my brother what Hiroshima meant. He told me it was one of the cities that was bombed during
World War II. This is how I learned about the World War II and Pearl Harbor and that our
father had been in internment camp. That was really difficult for me to understand at the age of
five. I got a little scared thinking, could it still possibly happen again someday?

My father retired from the Air Force in 1969, finished his education and moved to Las Cruces,
New Mexico in 1971. I still remember going to the 3rd grade and on the first day of school, my
teacher could not pronounce my last name. The kids started giggling. They also giggled in

fourth grade, fifth grade, all the way through high school. I knew of course that my last name
was Japanese, but I went home that day and asked my mother, just out of curiosity, how come I
did not have a Japanese first name. She said, "your father did not want you to grow up with a
Japanese first name being teased like he was when he grew up here in the United States." None
the less, the following day at school, I would write my name as Kenneth M. at the top of my
papers. I did not know how to write in cursive yet, I just knew how to print, and having eleven

letters in your last name can slow you down a little.

I also recall the day I told my mother that I had ate applesauce at school and that I liked it
very much and could she buy some for me. She told me that when my father had been in the
internment camp, all they fed them was applesauce so he did not eat it anymore. She politely
informed me that we probably would not be eating applesauce any time soon. That was thirty

eight years ago and I have never eaten it again, out of respect for my father.
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Something else affected me in 1972, and this was the U.S. Presidential elections. I remember
President Richard Nixon saying that if he was re-elected he would end the Vietnam War. I
wanted the war to end because one of my older brothers joined the Army so he could go to
Vietnam. I did not want him to get hurt or worse. I realized what it meant to be the president,
and how powerful he was, because he could end a war if he wanted to. My interest in politics
began at the age of nine, as did my ultimate dream to be president someday, so I could help peo-

ple and stop war.

I decided to run for my first political office in 1990. I was running for state representative, for
the state of New Mexico. I am trying to think of how it would be for you here in Japan, maybe
for your prefecture, if you have legislators, possibly. Anyway, there was a seat which was open,
which is very rare, because it was a very difficult seat, and nobody wanted to challenge the
incumbent. This incumbent was a very strong republican, and he was well financed. I wanted to

serve in office, so I saw this as an opportunity to run.

I went to the Democratic party, and I asked if I could run, and obviously they were really
happy that someone wanted to challenge this incumbent. This was the first time I experienced
some problems with me being Japanese American. One of the party bosses did not want me to
run because he did not like the fact I was a Japanese American running for state legislature.

Finally he had to get over it because there was nobody else to run.

One day I was campaigning, knocking on doors, and working really hard. I remember coming
across the man, knocking on his door. I greeted him and gave him my campaign card. He asked,
"what kind of name is Miyagishima?"' I said, "it is Japanese." He looked at that card very angrily
and shoved it right back at me and said, 'T am not voting for you!" This was the first time I had
come face to face with an adult and experienced racism. This was different from the occasionally
teasing of school kids. This was also different from the political leader who did not want to sup-
port me. I think I probably went home that day, but I kept campaigning hard and worked really
hard the next day.

I would like to say that I had won that election, but I did not in the sense of winning the actual
seat; I won in another way. I lost by 320 votes and captured 49.50 percent of the vote. The
incumbent was very upset that the election was so close. I won because I realized a few things:
there are some who still resent Japanese people, but they are outnumbered by those who see
Japanese Americans as Americans. I also realized I had a shot at winning a political office and

fulfilling my ambition to help people in need.

In 1992, I decided to run for County Commissioner. I easily beat two opponents and captured
60% in winning that seat. I also became the first Japanese American to be elected to office in
New Mexico. I would go on to win a re-election in 1996, but because of term limits I left office in
January 2001. Later that year I decided to run for an open seat on the city council. I had two

very strong opponents, but we knew how to run successful campaigns.
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Every election day, the newspaper carries an editorial on how you should exercise your right
to vote, or be a responsible citizen and vote. On Election Day 2001, the editorial that day read,
"Remember Bataan." This was a clear attempt to alter the outcome of the election and suggest
that a person of Japanese ancestry should not be elected. Fortunately I did win, and was re-elect-
ed in 2005, unopposed.

I first ran for mayor in 2003, but lost to the incumbent. I then changed political consultants and
defeated the popular incumbent in 2007. Just like in 1992, I knew there were probably those who
felt uncomfortable with a mayor of Japanese-Mexican ancestry, especially since there were no
more than 500 Japanese Americans in the city of 100,000 people. However being elected citywide
tells me that there are more people who are comfortable with having a Japanese American run-

ning their city.

I would like to tell you that if you have a chance to come to Los Cruces, New Mexco, I would
be more than happy to welcome you there. Perhaps if you live there, I am up for re-election in

2011, and you can help on the campaign trail. Thank you, sayonara.
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Patricia Neilson
(Director, Center for Collaborative Leadership, University of Massachusetts)

Gusuyo chu uganabira (Good day, hello, ladies and gentlemen). Thank you.

I am honored to be here in Okinawa, the homeland of my grandparents. I am Nikkei Sansei
third-generation). I was born and raised in Hawaii but for the past 22 years I have lived and
worked in Boston, Massachusetts. My story begins in the early 1900's when my paternal grand-
parents, Mutaru Agena and Goro Nakamoto immigrated from Taba-Gushikawa and my maternal
grandparents, Kana Kiyabu and Kasuke Nakamura immigrated from Bisei-Motobu to Honolulu,

Hawaii.

In the forward to the book, UCHINANCHU- A Pictorial Tribute to Okinawans in Hawaii, Dr.
Albert Miyasato acknowledges the first 26 Okinawans who arrived in 1900, 15 years after the
first sugar plantation contract laborers from Japan. He describes the hardships they encountered,
"It was brutally tough in the canefields; the hours were long and hard, the wages a pittance even
for the times. A long sigh after work and Sunday's day of rest were the only respite from the

seemingly endless toil."

For the Okinawan immigrants, there was an added burden to the hardships which was the lot
of all contract laborers. The U.S. government treated them like other Japanese, just as the
Okinawans expected. But when they returned to the camp at dusk to enjoy their precious few
moments of relaxation, the Japanese workers ostracized them, ridiculed them and treated them

as inferiors.

The price paid for the differences between mainland Japanese and Okinawans in language,
diet, physical appearance, customs and culture was a high one, and all the Issei had to pay. But

my grandparents endured.

"The difficult times brought the Uchinanchu together. Instead of complaining, they united.
They consoled one another. They even helped their less fortunate Japanese friends, even as they

were excluded from the mainstream Japanese community."

This kind of unity amongst Okinawans to survive discrimination continued beyond the planta-
tion camps. My paternal grandparents were able to save enough money from working in the
cane fields to start a pig farm in Kalihi Valley. The work was equally hard, but the growing fami-

ly earnings helped improve their lifestyle.

In this new community of farmers, my grandfather helped to raise funds to establish the
Jikoen Hongwanji Temple. In 1938 the temple opened its doors to welcome Okinawan immi-
grants and their families to practice Buddhism and to serve as a gathering place for all. The tem-
ple faced losing its lease in the late 1980's, but the community joined together and raised over a
million dollars to purchase the property. In 2008 Jikoen celebrated its 70th anniversary. It has

served as a pillar and uniting force for the Hawaiian Okinawan community and has hosted count-
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less events, gatherings and programs. It continues in that role today. I have memories of attend-

ing bon dance activities, shin nen kai parties as well as weddings and funerals at the temple.

Coincidentally, it was at a dance at the Jikoen community center that my parents met. This
posed a problem. My grandparents had met with another family and arranged that my father
was to marry someone else. Up to this point, my father was agreeable, but meeting my mother
changed his mind. He insisted that the agreement be broken. The situation created some tension,

but ultimately my father got his way and married my mother.

Although my father was the second son in the family, he was the first to marry, so my mother
was expected to move in with his family: his mother and father, two brothers and three sisters.
But after 2 years of cooking, cleaning, doing the laundry for the entire family and caring for her
first child, my mother let my father know that they needed to move out or she would leave him.
6 months later, they moved into a house in need of repair. I remember my mother telling me
that even though the house was old, it was like a dream come true living on their own. It was at
this home that their second daughter was born, and then me, their third child.

When I was 3 years old, my parents decided to open a grocery store. My father would continue
his job as a longshoreman for Castle and Cooke and my mother would manage the store. As the
store owner, she would take me into work with her. At the back of the store my mother created a

play area and my father fabricated a small bed from wooden crates for my afternoon naps.

At the end of the block, on Liliha Street, was my mother's grocery store. In the middle of the
block my mother's sister, Yoshi, ran a noodle shop. At the other end of the block my mother's
oldest sister, Nastuko, operated a restaurant and a bar. My mother, Haruko, was one of 8 chil-
dren, with 3 brothers and 4 sisters. In Hawaii it is not unusual that women work outside the
home whether it be my mother's generation or today. With the high cost of living it was and still
is a fact of life.

Because my mother was a working mother she had to make sure that my sisters and I were

kept busy to keep us out of mischief. So I went to Japanese language school after English school,
then piano lessons, hula lessons and during the summer, summer school in the mornings and

sewing school in the afternoon.

On the weekends there was always some kind of celebration going on. With 14 siblings
between both families, there was always a birthday, wedding, anniversary or holiday to cele-
brate. And if there wasn't any specific event, someone would say come over for a potluck meal
and let's play cards and "talk story."

Mixed into all of these celebrations was my exposure to Okinawan culture. In addition to foods
such as shoyu pork, maki kobu, pig's feet soup, nantu, and andagi, I spent weekends watching
Okinawan shibai performances by artists from Okinawa. When the artists were in town they

stayed at the home of my Aunty Natsuko, and we were always aware of the performances. In
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addition, the local Japanese radio station featured Okinawan music on Sunday afternoons and
evenings. My father never missed the broadcast. He also had reel-to-reel tapes and played them

in between. "Asadoya Yunta" was one of his favorite songs.

During the summers we always looked forward to the annual all-day picnics at Ala Moana
Park sponsored by the Gushikawa Shijin Kai and the Motobu Sonjin Kai. Between these two pic-
nics, we collected our school supplies for the upcoming school year. We would run races and win
notebooks, pencils, pens, crayons and candy. Our families brought their hibachis and would share

their favorite picnic foods and have lunch and dinner at the park. This tradition still continues.

Needless to say, I have fond memories of my years growing up in Hawaii, but as I began to think
about the 'real story' of Okinawan Americans, this is what I realized. I never knew my grandfathers.
Both my grandfathers died before they were 50 years old. From the stories I have heard over the
years, there are a number of reasons for their early demise. The backbreaking, physical labor was
more than they had anticipated. Intra-ethnic discrimination from mainland Japanese was a heavy
burden. Institutional and political racism was another factor. No matter how hard they worked, they
could not own land. No matter how literate they became, they could not vote. No matter how "civi-

lized" they became, they could not become full citizens of the United States.

My grandfathers were intelligent, industrious men who were the pioneers of their time. They
ventured to Hawaii in search of a better life. But, the internalized oppression that came with

such conditions took their ultimate toll.

My grandmothers were left to raise their large families with no marketable skills. They were
the original "displaced homemakers," but with no public assistance. My maternal grandmother
took in boarders, bachelor men. She cooked their meals, did their laundry. She also became a
mid-wife and with the help of her children, opened a saimin stand. My mother's responsibility
was to make fresh noodles before she went off to school in the morning and her sister made the
broth. My paternal grandmother was left to manage the pig farm with the help of her children
after she lost her husband. Both my grandmothers were also responsible for and maintained

very large gardens.

It is upon these strong shoulders that I stand here in the 21st century. Today, over a hundred
years after the first Okinawan immigrants arrival in Hawalii, their legacy of hard work, sacrifice
and perseverance lives on in the fourth generation, my daughters, and the fifth generation, my

grandson. Ippe nihé debiru (thank you very much).

I would also like to share a very brief slideshow with you, with accompanying music written
and sung by my nephew Eric Wada. The name of the song is "Uya nu Uchina." It is about being
born in Hawaii but still maintaining ancestral ties to the ancestral homeland through stories from

our elders. Please enjoy.
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Legacy of the Issei: Hard Work,
Sacrifice and Preseverance
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Kurayoshi Takara (Professor, University of the Ryukyus)

Hello, my name is Kurayoshi Takara and I am currently researching Okinawan history at the
University of the Ryukyus. My family, I believe, has lived in Okinawa for 2,000 years. I would
like to thank Executive Director Numata of the Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership
(CGP), Irene Hirano, president of the Japanese American National Museum, and the 13 Japanese
American leaders for being here in Okinawa today.

I would like to comment on what I felt after talking with Dianne Fukami, Ken Miyagishima,
and Patricia Neilson. Each one of these individuals provided me with a very personal, easy-to-
understand explanation about their family. I was able to really comprehend the struggles that
Japanese Americans have been through in American society and how they have maintained
pride over the course of their history.

I believe that everyone here, including the audience, understands how Nisei (second-genera-
tion) and Sansei (third-generation) Japanese Americans have achieved success and prosperity by
building upon the foundations, on the achievements, laid for them by Issei (first-generation)
Japanese, who suffered many trying experiences when they first immigrated to the United
States.

About 10 years ago I had the opportunity to visit a cemetery in the suburbs of Missoula,
Montana. I walked around the cemetery for about 5 or 6 hours and I noticed that many tomb-
stones had Japanese names carved into them. According to the local American who was helping
me, there was a relocation camp for Japanese Americans nearby during WWII. At that time, I
remember sensing the necessity for Japanese and Okinawans to retain a firm understanding of
the fact that it is due to the efforts of those people who overcame various hardships and preju-
dices in the past, that current Sansei and Yonsel are able to prosper today.

The 3 panelists very eloquently explained to me that they have two separate identities —one
as a U.S. citizen, and one as a Japanese American. As you are all aware, the United States is a

multiethnic and multicultural nation with a vast array of identities. I strongly feel that Japanese
Americans have played a valuable role in helping to create such a diverse nation.

Okinawa, where this symposium is being held, is a region with a strikingly unique identity
even within Japan. For 500 years under the rule of the Ryukyu Kingdom, Okinawa developed a
traditional culture different to that of mainland Japan. The diverse culture that took form during
that era in history serves as the foundation of Okinawan culture today.

Okinawan citizens also live their lives with two separate identities —a Japanese one and an
Okinawan one. I believe that our culture, created from traditions and history, is the bedrock for
Okinawan identity.

A moment ago I mentioned that Okinawans have a unique identity. Okinawans take pride in

and value their own identity, but there are times when we have trouble appreciating the identity
of others. As you know, there are many U.S. military bases in Okinawa, and we have so-called
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"base issues." Children born between U.S. soldiers and Okinawan women have also faced discrimi-
nation. In this way, Okinawan identity is not perfect. There are numerous issues that need to be
resolved. I believe that many are now working, through repeated trial and error, to resolve these
types of issues and deepen Okinawan identity.

I think Ms. Neilson already mentioned, but Okinawa has been the subject of discrimination
throughout history, being labeled "different from the mainland." I think that this is similar to the
discrimination that Japanese Americans sometimes feel in American society. I would like to
emphasize the importance of a society where people can mutually accept a culture and identity
different from one's own while also valuing common objectives and identities.

In resolving issues in Japan-U.S. relations in the future, it is important to go beyond govern-
ment-to-government level dialogue and deepen mutual understanding through communication on
the level of citizens. For those of you who are visiting Okinawa for the first time, I am sure that
Okinawan history, culture, and knowledge regarding Okinawan problems —such as base related
issues — will be beneficial in furthering your future success in the United States. I hope that you
all take the opportunity to learn about Okinawa and utilize that knowledge in future discussions.
Thank you for your time.
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Panel Discussion and Q&A

7/ N

Q1 . Tosh Minohara (Professor, Faculty of Law, Kobe University)
Thank you for so many questions despite limited time available. I must first off apologize for

not being able to address every question. The first question was what is the one thing that you
want to tell your family about your experience coming to Japan and to Okinawa upon your

L return to the United States? I would like to direct this question to all three panelists.
N\ J

Al.
Ken Miyagishima (Mayor, City of Las Cruces)
Every time I come back to Japan, I get closer and closer to Japan and its people. It was a fantastic,

once in a lifetime experience. There is a commercial that they have back home in the United States
where they put prices on certain things and then they go to one and they talk about it being priceless,
and that is how I would describe it. It was priceless. Thank you.

Dianne Fukami (Co-founder & President, Bridge Media, Inc.)

I did not know what to expect when we came to Okinawa and what I was most impressed with was
the warmth of the people and our ability to create person-to-person relationships with so many people
here. When we went to the Okinawa Peace Museum today it was such a moving experience. It inspired
me to want to carry on the mission of peace that so many of you feel here. I think that is the one thing
that I want to tell my family about. I did not know what to expect, and it was wonderful.

Patricia Neilson (Director, Center for Collaborative Leadership, University of Massachusetts)

When I arrived at the airport here in Okinawa it was so wonderful to see so many familiar faces. So
many of the people here look like my cousins and my uncles. That was very reassuring for me. At the
reception last night we had Misako Kojo perform for us. Although I grew up with a lot of Okinawan
music and although my nephew is doing a renaissance movement of the culture in Hawaii, I was so
touched by her singing and the emotion that she puts into her music. I stood up and did kachashi last
night because her music inspired me. The fellow delegates with me are not aware they think I get up
and dance like that all the time, but I do not. Do not think I do that all the time.

Q2 . Irene Hirano (Executive Advisor, Japanese American National Museum)

Our next question asks about diversity and that the panel address diversity from a multi-ethnic per-

spective. I am going to ask Dianne; how do Japanese Americans view diversity in the United States and
here in Japan?

A2.
Fukami

Like many Americans we embrace diversity. I think part of the reason is because we have been on the
wrong end of diversity or racial prejudice for so long that we welcome the opportunity to include every-
body and all different kinds of thought and beliefs. My feeling is that in Japan you have all kinds of diver-
sity, although you may not be aware of it. I have noticed that there is gender diversity, different kinds of
belief, and different kinds of cultural diversity between when we were in Tokyo and when we are here. I
think that in order for all of us to become better citizens and create stronger personal relationships and
strengthen the ties between all the different countries in the world, we need to understand the impor-
tance of diversity. As Professor Minohara said, we need "to embrace the differences that we all have."
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Q3 : Minohara

I would like to direct the next question to Patricia who is from the Center for Collaborative
Leadership. First, is there a difference between leadership in Japan and the United States, and if
there is, what kind of difference would that be? Furthermore, what kind of leadership will be nec-

essary in our world in the future?
\\ J

A3 .
Neilson

These two questions could take all-day seminars to talk about. The leadership program that I am
responsible for is an executive leadership training program for the corporate sector in the United States,

NGOs, and for government. There is cross-sector involvement so that as the leadership rises they will
know each other across sectors because sometimes people in the financial business do not know people
in the community or in the government.

As for some of the issues of future leadership, I know right now that what we are trying to do in
some of our training programs is to look at the ethics of doing business in the United States, or any
place in the world, because part of the financial crisis that we are experiencing now has, in my opinion,
been due to a lack of ethics in leadership. I think that as we move forward and look at future leaders
and how we develop them, we need to look at civic engagement, corporate social responsibility, and put
a big emphasis on ethics.

Q4 : Hirano

Our next question is directed at all three panelists. The question relates to why U.S. students
are losing interest in learning the Japanese language. I read in a newspaper that they are choos-
ing to learn other Asian languages, for example Chinese and Korean. What do you think about
the United States losing interest in Japan, particularly the Japanese culture and Japanese lan-

guage? As Japanese Americans, what do you think you can do?
N\ 4

A4 .
Fukami
I hate to say this about my own country, but Americans are "flavor-of-the-month" people. By that I

mean, whatever is popular is very popular at that time. You have to remember that in the case of Asia,
the China Olympics just happened and a lot of American attention and international attention was
diverted to China. I do not believe that the people have lost interest in Japan. I know that there are a lot
of people who are very interested in business opportunities in Japan, in learning about the language and
about Japanese culture. I know that at least in the metropolitan areas where there are big centers of
Japanese Americans, we try to promote Japanese culture and customs.

Basically, I do not quite agree that there is a huge loss of interest. I do know that it is also because of
the economic crisis in the United States; a lot of language courses are being defunded and sometimes
Asian languages are reduced the most.

Miyagishima

I remember when I was about 10 years old and my father asked me if I wanted to learn Japanese. I
responded, "What do I need to learn Japanese for, Dad? I do not think I will be speaking it anytime soon."
To which he said, "Okay, it is fine." He did not really push me. I kick myself over that now. I had the
opportunity to learn two other languages: Japanese and Spanish. I think one of the questions was: why do
you see more Americans studying other Asian languages? I think probably in addition to the reasons
Dianne gave, one of the reasons is that you are starting to see more and more immigration from China as
well as Viet Nam and when you get right down to it, it is all about business. People figure that if they are
going to have more people who speak Chinese and Vietnamese they will need to learn those languages.
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What could be done? I think that we could benefit from something like this type of program that we have
here. It would be great to extend this program to our fourth-generation Japanese Americans, to our children.
Even if we cannot, if we could do something on a smaller scale I think it would be great. The very first time that
I came to Japan was in 1999. Ever since then I have had a love for the country. I really enjoyed it, and I really
wanted to keep coming back after I returned home, and so I have. I was only here a couple of years ago. I think

that is one of the things to do to get our children to understand how beautiful the country of Japan is.

Neilson

I work at the University of Massachusetts so I can speak about what I know about there. And what I
know is that there are not many courses offered for Japanese. You are absolutely right that there seems
to be a decline. I think the reason that the Southeast Asian, Vietnamese and Cambodian languages are
taught on our campuses is because those groups are reflected in our student body. We also have
Mandarin classes being taught, but the reason is that there such an interest in that language. I agree
with Dianne when she talks about the "flavor of the month," but on the other hand we have Hanban — the
Confucius institute on our campus — which funds the execution of these language classes. The University
does not pay for it. The Chinese Government is investing money in the United States for these language
courses to be taught, so that might be a consideration on the part of the Japanese government if they are
feeling like there needs to be a Japanese presence. Maybe you need to invest in funding some of those
efforts.

Q5 : Minohara

The next question reflects a very important concept within American society. That is, there
are Americans from many different backgrounds, but as time passes, does not your original back-
ground as hyphenated Americans become meaningless? In other words, in the case of Japanese
Americans and Okinawan Americans, is it important fro these groups to maintain their roots and
identity as ethinic Japanese, or is it more preferable to dispense with such thoughts and instead
focus on becoming 100% American?

Of course this is a difficult question as it is difficult to define what a 100% American in the first

place. But I would appreciate it if each of our three panelists could answer this one.
N\ J

A5 .
Fukami

I think I can turn the question around by asking the same thing to the Okinawans here. How impor-
tant is your culture to you and how important is it that you keep your Okinawan identity while at the

same time remembering that you are also Japanese? I think that is what we face as Japanese
Americans.

In our country we look Japanese and people do not see us as Caucasian because for the most part we
do not look like it. I think that in my situation and in the situations of the other delegates too, we bal-
ance our American values and our American upbringing with what is important to us within our
Japanese values and our Japanese upbringing, and we bring the best of both cultures to our families and
try to perpetrate those aspects.

Miyagishima

I have a program that I institute in all the schools. I meet with all the third graders throughout the
city and I have them sign a contract. Basically, it is a contract stating that they promise to graduate
from high school. After I instituted that program there was a person who wrote a letter to the editor of
the local newspaper and he said, "That is a fantastic program. That is the Japanese in him. He values
education. That is something that our kids need." So there are a lot of values that I benefit from.

There are times when some of the constituents will say, "Why are you working so late?" And they will follow
that up with, "It must be the Japanese in you that causes you to work so hard." There are many things that I
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am very proud of concerning my Japanese ancestry, because it actually benefits me greatly in a lot of ways.

Neilson

I guess the question is what is 100% American? There is no cookie-cutter answer to what an
American is. I think the value of being American and living in the United States is that whatever your
culture is, you can have your distinct identity of being Japanese or Irish or Vietnamese. Many of us
identify with being Asian Americans in the United States, not only Japanese American. But you do not
need to be all the same. I think the value of being an American is that we are allowed to be different.

Even looking at the leadership question, the more we can value diversity —1I think that our new presi-
dent is embracing that concept— the more we can embrace that idea, the stronger we can become.
Even in our delegation, I think there are only five out of the 13 of us who are married to a Japanese
American. I have biracial children, a number of us have biracial children, so it is getting to be less and
less only one thing. What is American? It is what we bring to the table.

Q6 : Hirano

This question is actually part of what Patricia just addressed and I am going to ask a couple of
our other Japanese American Leadership Delegates to respond to this so that you have an oppor-
tunity to meet at least a few of the other delegates. The question is: do you think President
Obama will help overcome racism in the United States and improve the United States relation-
ships with other nations around the world?

I am going to ask Debra Nakatomi from Los Angeles to respond to that and also Judge Peter

Sakai from San Antonio, Texas.
\. J

A6 .
Debra Nakatomi (president & CEO, Nakatomi & Associates, Inc.)

The election of President Obama for the American people was a very significant turning point for our
country in that he represents a vision for the future which is really quite different than we have experi-
enced —certainly in the last eight years under President Bush— but especially because he embraces
many of the values of the future: global partnership, which is certainly very important, and change. I

think he is looking at reform.

The question was specifically more about diversity I think. President Obama has really captured the
American public's interest because he represents a mixed race or biracial background, as many of you
know. And he is very comfortable embracing all of who he is. He talks with great comfort about his
African roots. He talks about his Hawaiian roots. We know that he also has roots in Indonesia, so he has
embraced the multiplicity of the world. It is an important model for all of us and I think those of us of
diverse backgrounds in the United States really feel that he represents the future for us.

Peter Sakai (Judge, 225th District Court, Bexar County)

My views about President Obama —first let me disclose that I am part of the same political party as
President Obama, and I am a very strong supporter of him and the Democratic Party which he repre-
sents in the United States. What I would like to make known about President Obama is not only his
background and what he brings in the way of diversity and what we shared with you —the Japanese
American experience — but the fact that his experience is very similar to my experience. There still are
unfortunately elements in our American society that will not support President Obama because of his
color. There are still elements of our society that will not vote for me as a judge because I am Japanese
American, because of the war experience. The encouraging words are that, what President Obama has
brought, is a message of change, of hope, optimism, and a vision that has transcended all issues of color
and race. What I would share with you is that leadership needs to present that, and I think that people
want that for themselves, for their families and for their children whether it is in the United States, or
whether it is in Okinawa.
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Q7 : Minohara

The next question is, what can the United States and Okinawa do to deepen their relationships in
the dimension of culture, politics and business, among others. From our delegates, I would like to direct
this question to Michael Hirai from Hawaii, Robert Kumaki from Chicago, and Kirk Tambara from
Portland.
N\ J
A7 .
Michael K. Hirai (President & Chief Investment Officer, Bishop Street Capital Management)
Whether it is companies or countries, I think it all boils down to one thing. Irene and Ambassador

Numata talked about the importance of people-to-people relationships. In business, when I am trying to
develop new clients or keep existing clients, it is very important for me to meet with them face-to-face,
to constantly communicate with them. Those same principles apply to public diplomacy. I think delega-
tions and programs like this which allow us to come and visit Okinawa and Japan are very important. I
can tell you personally that while I have been to Japan once, this experience has been a reawakening
experience for me. I am very motivated to share what I have learned and what I have experienced on
this trip with my family and with my business associates. I am really interested in trying to spread what
I learned on this trip.

Robert W. Kumaki (Principal, The Ronin Group)

I think the best way I can explain the ways that we can work together and enhance relations, particu-
larly in the business arena as I am in the private sector, is to relate a story to you. I belong to an organi-
zation in Chicago called the Japan America Society. And many people joined the Society from the
American side during the 1980s because they thought they were going to take advantage of the eco-
nomic bubble in Japan and they were going to instantly get business and all become rich. Many of them
were dissatisfied with the process however because they learned that they would not get instantly rich
just by joining the Japan America Society. What they had forgotten is that the person-to-person relation-
ships which Mike had mentioned are really important and really the beginning of relationships, either in
business, government, or education.

One of the themes we have been telling people through our entire trip whether we were in Kyoto,
Tokyo, or here in Okinawa, is that through the nine years of the Japanese American Leadership
Delegation, you now have over 100 ambassadors whose job it is to help you and enhance Japanese
American relationships. We hope you all call on us to help you do just that.

Kirk Tambara (Financial Advisor, Morgan Stanley)
To dovetail on what the other two delegates have talked about regarding deepening relationships

between Okinawa and the United States, when I go back to my hometown of Vancouver, Washington
and to the larger city Portland, Oregon, I will be making reports back to the various committees and
organizations that I am a part of. I am sure that they will have great interest in what the substance of
the trip was specifically since there is not very much known about Okinawa, at least in my area.
Everybody knows about Japan and they know that Okinawa is part of Japan, but they are not necessari-
ly aware of the uniqueness and the differences of Okinawa versus what they perceive Japan to be, espe-
cially the friendliness here and possibly business opportunities. You have a great climate for hospitality
and tourism. Just by word of mouth alone I intend to tell people, "If you want to go on a tropical vaca-
tion, please go to Okinawa. They are very friendly and the weather is very nice."
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Q8 : Hirano

This next question I am going to ask Wendy Abe of Honolulu and Elaine Ko of Seattle. This question
has to do with the theme of our symposium. In an era of "change" for Japanese American-Japan rela-
tions, it seems that we should be discussing those relationships globally, not just in the context of bilat-
eral US-Japan relations. How do you place Japanese American-Japan relations among all Nikkei groups
globally and how might the Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival be a model for bringing people together

from throughout the world?
N\ 4

A8 .
Wendy A. Abe (Chief Operating Officer, Blood Bank of Hawaii)
I have a very different perspective from many of my colleagues that grew up on the mainland. I grew

up enjoying the Uchinanchu Festival every year. In 2007 the Uchinanchu met in my state of Hawaii and
had a very significant reunion. I really applaud that because I think that it is a microcosm of what our
world can learn from your community and your very strong convictions about keeping your culture.

Throughout the week we have been so privileged to meet with some of your very notable leaders,
including Prime Minister Aso, and we were so thrilled. I think that even in small ways we can go back
to our local communities and really make that great effort to build on stronger relationships because I
think between person-to-person or country-to-country we can really address some of the issues that our
economies are facing right now, economically, politically and so forth.

Elaine Ko (Director, Office of Social Responsibility, Port of Seattle)

I think that Seattle, more than a lot of other cities, sees itself as a global city. For me, coming to
Okinawa and Japan and really seeing that we all depend on each other, not just the United States and
Japan, but everyone, was very significant. As was the theme of this symposium, "Building New
Networks: An Era of Change," I saw firsthand that Japan is on the cusp of change. I see a lot of new
leaders here. You are much more global in your view and you can speak multiple languages. I think I
am going to bring back that we are Sansei (third-generation) and Yonsei (fourth-generation), who have
responsibility to enforce that we in the United States need to be thinking much more globally. We need
to be learning other languages like Japanese, Spanish and so forth, and bring that global perspective. I
commend you all here in Okinawa and Japan. You really do have that view. I think there are a lot of
things to be excited about for the future.

Q9 : Hirano

We actually have a Japanese Canadian American that is a member of the Delegation. Perhaps
Marianne Yoshioka can also add to this question.

A9 .
Marianne Yoshioka
(Professor, School of Social Work / Dean of Academic Affairs, Columbia University)

I am a Japanese Canadian and a Japanese American. I was born and raised in Toronto, Canada and
immigrated to the United States about 20 years ago to pursue a graduate degree. I can speak to you as
a Canadian, as an American and maybe for this question, most importantly as a New Yorker, because
New York is an international global city. I think that it is true that the world, the environment, whether
it is education or business administration, culturally is becoming a global environment. However, within
that it is still important for two countries —the United States and Canada— to remain strongly connect-
ed, whether it be in business or culture. I do not think this is something that changes. I think that when
we talk about an era of "change," we are talking about placing that very important relationship between
the two countries into a global context, and we are talking about the question of, as the other economies
and countries develop, how we can strengthen the U.S.-Japanese connection.
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Q10 : Minohara

I would like to address the next question to Ed Shikada, Deputy City Manager of San Jose and Ted
Namba, who is in charge of running the Arizona Matsuri. In what ways are Japanese Americans, be it within
US society, in their families, or in their communities, passing on their traditions, culture and identities? Also,
relating to this, how are people passing on within their families and communities the unique culture of

Okinawa? I would like to address this one to Professor Takara who is an expert on Okinawan culture.
\\ J

A10 .
Ted T. Namba (Optometrist / Co-Chair of the 2009 Arizona matsuri)

As for the question concerning maintaining our identity, in Arizona we have a festival or matsuri
where we have 50,000-60,000 individuals attend each year. It is a festival that I believe in because it is
interesting. There are only 5000 Japanese Americans in all of the Phoenix metropolitan area. It is a
small number, but we can draw so many more non-Japanese Americans. It is a wonderful way to share
the culture of Japan with the greater community of Phoenix.

My children who are Yonsei enjoy playing taiko drums, they enjoy performing Bon Odori at Obons
throughout southern California, and I think culturally they feel that they are more Japanese American
instead of just Asian American.

Edward KiyOShi Shikada (Deputy City Manager, City of San Jose)

One additional dimension I would add is that in San Jose we are fortunate that we have an established
historic Japan Town and much of our efforts are focused on retaining and revitalizing it and keeping it
economically viable. Part of continuing that legacy is also reaching back across the ocean to Japanese
companies through the Consulate and establishing and trying to strengthen those very relationships
that many of the fellow delegates have talked about.

To tie it to another point of discussion, in terms of diversity, I think it is also important to recognize
that the San Jose community has evolved significantly into a multicultural one. For Japanese Americans,
we really see that as a strength of our community. It is not something that we have embraced as an
unfortunate necessity. We really do believe that it adds to our strength as a community and requires us
to look differently at how we define what it is to be Japanese American.

Kurayoshi Takara
(Professor, Faculty of Law and Letters, University of the Ryukyus)

It was exactly 130 years ago that Okinawa Prefecture formally became a part of Japan, and the very
last member of Japanese Society. A lot has happened over the past 130 years, but the greatest problem
we have faced is that our language and culture are not understood by many in the general Japanese
populace. We have often been discriminated against.

Under such circumstances, in order to preserve our identity, the people of Okinawa have developed
ways to pass on our unique culture amongst ourselves. There are many communities and islands within
Okinawa, and we have all fought hard to preserve our traditions. For example, the end of the war in
1945 was a very sad time —many people died and very few homes remained. The people of Okinawa
came together then, and using our tools for carving, we produced sanshin. We created songs to transmit
our feeling during that time after the war.

What I am trying to say is that for Okinawans, culture reaffirms our identity; it's communication and
retention is very important to us. Okinawan culture is passed on within the Uchinanchu society of
Okinawa, by performing our culture we are able to reaffirm our identities as Uchinanchu. I believe it
must be the same for the Uchinanchu community in Hawaii and also in Sao Paolo in Brazil.

Okinawan culture exists within every facet of our lives. This is true for cooking, for liquor, for musical
instruments, for songs, and for the language we use. In other words, even if we are separated from the
islands of Okinawa, even if we are on the other side of the earth in say Sao Paolo Brazil, those with
Okinawan culture firmly in their hearts, can pass on Okinawan culture and can revitalize the culture.
The force created by reaffirming one's identity as Uchinanchu has continued for 130 years, and this is
perhaps why out of all 47 prefectures in Japan, the Okinawan people hold on to their identity the
strongest. Our identities are supported by the strength gained from passing on our culture from genera-
tion to generation.
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Concludeing Remarks

Minohara

Thank you very much for your insightful comments. Of course there is still much to discuss and many
more questions to address, but given the time I would like to conclude here, and as the moderator, pro-
ceed to wrap-up the symposium. I would first like to begin with Irene please.

Hirano

Let me first ask everyone to give a big round of applause to our three panel members who did an out-
standing job. Thank you. I would like to thank Mr. Sadaaki Numata, Executive Director of The Japan
Foundation Center for Global Partnership for his leadership of this symposium. I want to thank Ms.
Ayumi Takita and other staff of the CGP for their hard work to pull this together.

As we said, this is really just the beginning of a conversation and connection, and hopefully a new net-
work that we can continue to work together within, one in which we can learn from each other and con-
tinue to strengthen the ties that we have as Japanese Americans with our friends here in Okinawa. As
you heard from all the panelists, they will take with them many fond memories, but certainly also a
determination to ensure that we work together in the future. I want to thank Professor Minohara for
being my co-moderator and I am going to turn it over to him for a final word of conclusion.

Minohara

Thank you very much. In conclusion I would like to talk about two points. The first is about what
Professor Takara discussed concerning the two identities within Okinawa. When I heard this I was real-
ly pleased that we decided to convene the symposium here. That is because, as we heard today,
Japanese Americans also hold two identities. Furthermore, I believe that the two identities held by
Okinawans and the two identities held by Japanese Americans have many important commonalities.
Upon hearing Professor Takara's comments, I was confident that there was no better place than
Okinawa for the strengthening of the relationship between the Japanese Americans and Japan.

Secondly, I wanted to bring up a keyword, which embodies the soul and mind of Japanese Americans.
That word is "mottainai." This is a word that had allowed the Japanese Americans to overcome many
hardships over the years. In the same spirit, I think ending this symposium here is "mottainai."
Therefore, I think it would be wonderful if we could embrace the value of "mottainai’ and continue to
build upon what we have achieved through this symposium to build, not just U.S.-Japan relations, but
deeper relations between Japanese Americans and the Japanese.

I am afraid we are now at the very end. Thank you all for attending this rich and insightful discus-
sion.
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Upon learning that I would be a member of the 2009 Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) I was
thrilled and excited, but at the time, I did not understand the magnitude of what the experience would come to mean to
me. I listened to the amazing stories from former delegates, and noted the "sparkle” in their eyes as they recounted memo-
rable moments on their respective delegation trips to Japan. This did not, however, prepare me for the experiences, intel-
lectual stimulation, and unexpected emotions I would experience during the ten-day trip to Kyoto, Tokyo, and Okinawa.

To meet and learn from members of Japan's highest levels of government and business, a cultural icon whose family has
perpetuated fourteen generations of the ancient art of Kyogen, and a member of the Imperial Family, were by far, the high-
lights of the trip. The concerns the Japanese shared with us regarding their country's perspectives and ambivalence on
diversifying their workforce, "Japan Passing," their admiration for the inspiring leadership of President Barack Obama, and
their curiosity about our Japanese American perspectives, made for interesting dialogue and discussion with them, and
among the delegates.

The focus on U.S.-Japan relations was most evident as we traveled to Okinawa, where we were reminded of the harsh
consequences of conflict among nations, and in Okinawa's case, a strained relationship with its mother country. It poignant-
ly underscored the significance of the U.S.— Japan partnership, whose bilateral efforts have severe consequences on Asia
and the world, with Okinawa bearing a large portion of this responsibility because of its geographic location.

At the symposium in Okinawa, we learned from our colleague Patricia Neilson, the challenges her grandparents faced as
Uchinanchu in Hawaii and Okinawa. Pat's presentation not only educated us, but served as inspiration to better understand
the issues of the past, which form the context of present-day issues facing Okinawans.

While I have always been proud of my Japanese American (JA) heritage, the JALD experience presented a deeper
understanding, appreciation, and respect for being born of Japanese descent. Being in the company of 12 other JA's was
simply divine, as we quickly found a level of comfort with each other. The "JA bond" came easily to us, and the sharing of
simple Japanese words and traditions our grandparents taught us made us chuckle on a daily basis. As we walked through
the magnificent shrines and temples in Kyoto, I found myself honoring my great-grandparents, whose courage to move
from Kumamoto-ken and Yamaguchi-ken to Hawaii has brought me so many blessings and riches I am enjoying today as a
Japanese American.

The cultural nuances, and understated yet venerable manner of Japan and its people will forever sing in heart. I can say
with certainty that when I speak to the 2010 delegates, my own eyes will "sparkle," as I recall the 10 wonderful days spent
in Japan with 12 other delegates who made this experience an extraordinary one. Words seem inadequate to convey my
appreciation to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP), Japanese
American National Museum, Irene Hirano, and the 12 other delegates who are responsible for the "sparkle” in my eyes.
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Our trip to Japan exceeded my expectations. During our nine days there, we experienced a lifetime of memories, but for
me, several things stand out. First, the access we had to high-level Japanese government and business leaders was unbe-
lievable. Who would have thought that we would be meeting with the prime minister, members of Parliament, and the
equivalent of the leaders of Fortune 100 companies? And from their graves, I can imagine my Issei grandparents shaking
their heads in disbelief, astounded that their granddaughter would be meeting with such dignitaries and having tea and
chatting with a member of the Imperial family. It seemed as if the Japanese really wanted to know what Americans were
thinking and valued our opinions in matters of politics, economics, and international relations.

The most emotional highlight was our trip to Okinawa, which was profoundly moving. What a privilege to be able to
enjoy the warmth and enthusiasm of the Uchinanchu, knowing of their tragic history — their horrible experiences caught
between both U.S. and Japanese military land forces during World War II— and the challenges they face today as they live
within the midst of U.S. military bases. At the Okinawa symposium, many of us could barely hold back our own tears as fel-
low delegate Patricia Neilson spoke about her childhood memories of her Okinawan grandparents and the hardships they
endured in their homeland and in Hawaii.

The most unexpected part of our journey, however, was the bond we formed as a team of delegates; we had been fore-
warned by former delegates that this would happen. At the start of our journey, we were a diverse group of 13 Japanese
Americans from ten different regions across the country thrown together for a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Nine days
later, we were a core group of friends, all reluctant to say our farewells, but eager to continue to promote understanding
and strengthen relationships between the two countries we all love so well. It was an unprecedented opportunity to serve
as an ambassador for my own country and as a bridge between the land of my ancestors and the nation of my birth.
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As I awaited the arrival of my fellow delegates in Narita and had time to further reflect upon the program's mission and
purpose, the significance of our presence in Japan finally hit home. I began to fully appreciate the importance of our visit —
that of gaining a deeper understanding of Japan and its people as well as our very important role as self-proclaimed U.S.
ambassadors in helping establish and strengthen personal relationships, building upon the efforts of those before us. I can
truly say that through this remarkable experience, I have gained a deeper appreciation and understanding of Japan, its
important role in the global community, and the unique and special relationship between our two countries.

My emotions ran high during the cultural and historical tours of Kyoto, Okinawa, and Tokyo, yet those feelings brought a
sense of renewal and a thirst for greater knowledge and understanding of my heritage. I was awestruck during meetings
with dignitaries, government officials, and a member of the royal family, secretly wishing that our very tight schedule
would somehow allow more time to continue dialogue; the sharing of personal experiences and a free exchange of ideas and
solutions to the many issues that had been raised. I was intellectually challenged and thoughtfully motivated in our meet-
ings with Japanese business leaders of the Keidanren, Forum 21, and a select group of Japanese American business leaders.
And in the end, I felt a growing connection with Japan and our Japanese counterparts recognizing that like ourselves, they
too remained motivated and driven to preserve and strengthen the ties between us. I now know firsthand that we truly
share a common vision and purpose with surprisingly similar interests and goals.

I sit at my desk in wonder and amazement as I recount the details of this truly extraordinary ten-day tour through
Japan —a journey that has served to re-awaken my mind and spirit. I have committed myself to building upon the many
personal relationships that I have established with my fellow delegates and the many contacts made both in the United
States and Japan. I look forward to sharing these personal experiences with my family and especially with my sons, so that
they too can establish their own personal connections with Japan through its history, traditions, culture, and people.

In closing, I want to thank the many sponsors and individuals who have made this opportunity possible and in particular,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership (CGP), the Japanese American
National Museum, and Ms. Irene Hirano for their collective vision, leadership, and commitment to a program of this magni-
tude and depth. I also wish to thank my fellow delegates for their continued friendship and support, all of whom made this
experience especially meaningful and special. Despite our diverse backgrounds and experiences, I know that we remain
committed to staying personally connected and will continue working towards building, nurturing, and strengthening the

relationship between our two nations.
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A life-long dream came true in visiting Japan for the first time. This trip was intensely personal for me. During the whirl-
wind ten days, I experienced the beauty of Japan and its people and awakened my identification with my ancestry home-
land.

When I applied for the program, interviewed, and ultimately was selected, my emotions were filled with anticipation of
what this trip would entail. No story, movie or book can capture the generosity, love, and strength of the Japanese people
we met. The Okinawan people showed that this unique cultural group within Japan had striking parallels with us as
Japanese Americans. I came back with a new pride of being mixed-race Sansei and Chinese American — being "double" not
"half.."

Time will not allow me to share the many "take aways' from this brief trip. From the special time spent with Her
Imperial Highness Princess Takamado, seeing the devastation of the Okinawan people at the Okinawan Peace Memorial,
speaking with ordinary Japanese who hunger to know more about Japanese Americans, to the many meishi and
"Hajimemashite’s' exchanged, I am forever enriched. My awareness of being a global citizen is more real today.

The personal connections and life-long friendships made with our fellow delegates and the evening rituals of karaoke and
hanging out with our Japanese friends added the perfect end to each magical day.

I return with the humble awareness of how much there is to know about the Japanese and the enormity of what can be
done to further our U.S-Japan relations. Most important are our people-to-people ties. Better relations among nations begin
with our understandings on a people-to-people level.

This brief visit represented a huge down payment in my life-long investment toward building our relationship as
Japanese Americans with Japan. I enthusiastically accept the challenges ahead in forging the U.S.-Japan efforts to the next
level, and my role in strengthening awareness with my Sansei peers, my children, and upcoming Japanese American gener-
ations to come.

Domo arigato gozaimasu to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the CGP, and the Japanese American National Museum!
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My journey to Japan ended as it began, with a sense of giri, or obligation. It began with a sense of obligation to my fami-
ly, to bring back and maintain the rich heritage of our ancestor's culture for another generation. It ended with a personal
obligation to my hosts, guides and new friends to work to bring ideas and values across cultures to further strengthen U.S-
Japan relations.

In many cases, we were treated not only as guests, but also as friends. Our hosts were all genuinely interested in build-
ing relationships rather than just entertaining visitors. Whether it was Ambassador Sadaaki Numata giving me private san-
shin lessons, or Masahiro Shinki of the Keidanren discussing the scarcity of awabi (abalone) in the U.S over dinner, formali-
ties were quickly broken down to personal conversations. Princess Takamado charmed all of us with her frank and candid
views on Japanese society —there was none of the stuffiness that one would assume would accompany the Imperial family.
All of the personal interaction during the trip was a constant reminder that all relations —no matter at what level in gov-
ernment, business, cultural or non-profit sectors —begin with people-to-people, face-to-face contact.

Even though I cannot read Japanese and have a vocabulary that is less than a child's, coupled with being halfway around
the world from my home with people I barely knew, I felt a surprising level of comfort. Being a night owl, I often took
walks alone after the rest of the Delegation had gone to bed. Even though I could not read a single sign in Japanese, I felt
surprisingly at home. The Japanese and Japanese American cultures developed separately, but when brought together
after so many decades, I find there are more similarities than differences. Although we sometimes baffled our Japanese
hosts with Japanese American slang (hapa haole, Buddha-head), what a pleasure to have everyone implicitly understand
food, manners and even humor. There is much to be said for a diverse America, but how enjoyable it was to ask for some-
one to "Pass the shoyu," and not have to explain that it is soy sauce.

The JALD trip is often described as a "once in a lifetime" event. While it may be true that I will never meet with the
Prime Minister, a Princess, members of the Diet and many of Japan's business leaders all in one trip ever again, I look at
this trip as just the beginning. As a kendo practitioner, when one reaches the "black belt" stage, you receive the title of
shodan. To the uninitiated, this "black belt" means you have reached the pinnacle. To those of us who practice martial arts,
we know that shodan is just the beginning of the learning process. So do I feel that this trip is just the beginning of my
relationship with the people of Japan.
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I still remember reading the itinerary and thinking of how difficult it was to be able to meet the people listed. Due to the
positions they hold within the Japanese government their schedules must be very fluid because at any given time, a situa-
tion could arise that would require them to be elsewhere.

In fact the Prime Minister was in the United States when we first arrived in Japan. Later we learned he was only away
for 26 hours and was back in Tokyo the following day. As a U.S. mayor myself, I could not have met, nor have I, the same
counterparts that I have met here in Japan. I think this shows the value that the Japanese government has placed on the
Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program. I have also learned they are really a strong believer in both President
Obama's message of change as well as the leadership and hope our new young President provides.

Even though this was my third trip to Japan, I learned so much more on this trip. The culture and traditions the
Japanese people have preserved and maintained have always been very impressive. It also answers a lot of questions as to
why and how the Japanese people think about Japanese Americans as well as themselves. This trip will allow me the
opportunity to use that knowledge I gained to help bring our two countries together.

In closing I wish to credit Irene Hirano, Ayumi Takita and Hiroshi Furusawa for putting this program together. I also
wish to thank our "adopted mother" Eiko Sato for watching over us, making sure we did not get lost and helping us to
attend all our appointments on time!

To my new 12 brothers and sisters, I have learned a tremendous amount from each of you, and I will use this knowledge
to improve myself and apply this to my personal and professional activities. I know we will always be able to share this
once in a lifetime experience with each other as well as our friends. I am going to close with just one word that describes
our nine day delegation trip: Priceless!
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We began our journey amidst the serene seasonal beauty of Kyoto —the perfect antidote (coming from Los Angeles) to
refresh my head, heart and spirit and prepare for the days ahead. I cherished the time to observe nature, reflect on
Buddhist teachings and the art of Kyogen, and get to know my fellow delegates by discovering the diverse life experiences
that brought us together. A month before, we had met as strangers, yet our group did not waste time getting to know one
another. Humor, laughter and a comfortable ease emerged as we embarked on our ten-day adventure.

My favorite memory of the trip occurred on our final day in Okinawa when prior days' events converged in a moment of
synchronicity. Led by Ambassador Numata and delegate Bob Kumaki playing the Okinawan string instrument, sanshin,
others in the room followed playing drums, singing and dancing of Okinawan women joined by delegate Elaine Ko —the
music-making, singing and dancing will remain a joyful memory of Okinawa and the special time we had.

T was nourished by Japan's beauty, aesthetic, efficiency in time and space, human "high touch" connections, reverence for
nature, recycling (Tokyo is a 100% recycled city!) and so much more. These too are my aspirations, but in Japan, life unfolds
with perfection and is accomplished with a perception of ease, care, precision and consistency. I listened and carefully
observed Japanese-style communications in meetings, conversations and exchanges and took opportunities to engage offi-
cials, hosts and our guides to learn more. The nature of communications is remarkably patient, nuanced, efficient, complex,
polite, non-verbal, indirect and precise.

The JALD experience afforded me a chance to reflect on my life as a Japanese American woman, expand my knowledge
of Japan and explore ways to become more engaged and knowledgeable. Japanese Americans and Japanese are diverse,
complex and cannot be viewed through a singular frame. Our meetings and personal interactions enabled us to communi-
cate as individuals and created the beginning of what I hope will be continued relationships with MOFA, CGP and many
new friends in the years to come. I look forward to joining JALD alumni at the reunion gathering in July 2009 to find new
ways to continue this journey. I am reminded of Speaker Kono's perspective on life and change, "Japanese take a long view

of life and existence. Nothing you cannot do in one year, nothing you cannot do in 10 years."
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After spending these past 10 amazing days visiting Kyoto, Tokyo, and Okinawa with our exceptional guide, Eiko-san, I
have learned so many wonderful new things about Japan. Chatting with the young business leaders at the Forum 21
Conference, learning so much about the Okinawa experience at the Okinawa Peace Memorial Park, enjoying a private
Kyogen demonstration with the Ookura-ryu Shigeyama Kyogen-kai, and having the opportunity to meet individuals such as
His Excellency Yohei Kono, Ambassador Sadaaki Numata, and Governor Hirokazu Nakaima has stimulated my thought
process about Japan and has encouraged me to identify new ways in which I can connect with the people of Japan.

I believe that sometimes in one's life, timing is everything. A decade ago, I was so consumed with my children's activities
that I would not have gained nearly as much from the trip as I was able to discover over the past week and a half. During
the trip, I tried to visualize several times what it must have been like for my great-grandfather, Morimichi Namba. He left
Japan for the United States in the 1890s in hopes of making enough money to purchase land back home. Due to his knack
for picking up the English language quickly, he became a foreman for the railroads in the Pacific Northwest and was able
to return to Japan, purchase land and eventually became a councilman in the Town of Fuchu, near Hiroshima.

I now realize that my great-grandfather was one of the fortunate Japanese immigrants to the United States who fulfilled
their dreams. My hope at this moment, as we are en route from Japan back to the United States, is that there will soon be
a time when Japanese American and Japanese community, business and government leaders will work closely together as
a team and help each other's countries prosper and thrive for many years to come.
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How does one begin to capture the intensity of a moment in time when a confluence of activities and events provide an
opportunity to reflect on the past in search of personal identity, have a view of the present economic crisis at the policy
level and look to the future to consider what part I can play in creating better U.S.-Japan relations?

As one of the speakers for the Okinawa Symposium and the delegate of Okinawan heritage, the process of composing my
speech was a joint effort, with input from my family in Hawaii. Together we made discoveries about our families that were
invaluable and made clear the legacy of the Issei. I did not anticipate that my visit to Okinawa would be so visceral and
profound. Intellectually I knew about my grandparents' homeland, but did not connect emotionally until this trip. Being
amongst the people and culture and learning more about the history and politics of Okinawa was a powerful experience.

I believe that the 2009 JALD visit to Japan was timely. We had the benefit of the Prime Minster's visit with President
Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton's visit to Japan as current events with the feeling of hope for the future on
the part of both countries. I was so impressed with the level and thought put into the visits that we experienced. We were
exposed to a number of different points of view on current issues and were afforded the opportunity to have people-to-peo-
ple conversations.

It was a pleasure to be part of this new network of Japanese Americans and to have shared this incredible experience
with them. As I have more time to reflect, I am certain that there will be opportunities that will surface for collaborative

efforts with other Japanese Americans and our new Japanese connections.

98

ZN# OFTi& ~ After Thoughts and Personal Reflections of the Delegates



E—%5— - Y4 Peter Sakai

COAJEIC—EORBRENRIZ L TL 2 S o 2 HARONEE. EEERHESE Kkt Y ¥ — (CGP). Z L Ta kbR AR
FEOFARITH L, D bE#HOBEEZELE LT,

HR7 A1) 7N —F—iRgigd, KETO1008T2 58 F 57213 AOHRT A ) AL BICHARCA»-72L 25
MOBRENF L EXHOERDSTEFLALHTLAN, HEPHAANZE W) H@BoOfrH Y F L7z,

SNERICE 5o THOTOFTH T L fid, HEDRALZEZ7-80 BT LIk, MR EZ T F L. HR3
WTHHRICE T AR DA TORA 2 EIE, ROMRORKIIN T 26 MO &2 52T NbbnLh
DFE L. T2, ROMICHRRLERZS L ZENTE, MR RY T LA,

LSuolkiE. XA XY P ANOBHNRFEEN % VAR 28 U T, HoEOMELFIC VT LA I BEAZ S 2
T NF L7z HlRE b, HREEOMBREZ D CHHMLWERICEZ 22 L10L-T, ARERII 2= —Ya v
P, BHVOEZ T2 LYV RHMBET LI ENTEF L,

HokmiENC, SEmrE & HiattEAid 2 2 & S IEFICHRIT L2, HRMEIZ T & b R KROS5 13, Il - 72
WCHET L TWE S, mEE. %0, B, i 2ififiz @0 CTHEILD RS> Twd, Za—NLR—DDAETH
HYET, Bbid, MEOENIZDPRZEEZRIETDF LD VI BEICH 2B E . HoEBEBI BT 57
DIZHITRETT, ZhDSHEO DT,

MIZTHOEEZFHET LI TEET AL, LTRHRFELZFHLE T RBEICERY T LA BREOERRICELE L L
37,

I want to extend my most heartfelt gratitude to the Japan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Japan Foundation Center for
Global Partnership (CGP), and the Japanese American National Museum for this once-in-a-lifetime experience.

The Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program (JALD) began with 13 Japanese Americans from 10 different
cities throughout the Unites States traveling together to Japan. Although we were rich in diversity of thought and back-
ground, we all shared one common bond: our ancestors came from Japan.

For me, it was my very first trip to Japan. I was overwhelmed by the retracing of the paths of my ancestors. As a Nikkei
Sanseli, the culture and experience in Japan gave dignity and respect to the family of my grandparents. I was humbled by
the trip as I received the knowledge and information given to me.

The delegation trip has provided me an opportunity to share common interests through cultural events and visits to
sacred historical grounds. The sharing of information and answering tough questions of the relationship of both countries
provided meaningful communication and better understanding of each other's views.

I was struck by the paradigm of the commonality and duality within each country. We truly indeed face similar issues
and problems through the lenses of children and family. We are a global world community that is interconnected through
economic, political, and social values. We must work together by seeking true global collaboration and more compassionate
understanding that our differences truly bind us together. That is the power of diversity.

Although I may not speak the language of my ancestors, I speak "nihongo" through my heart and soul. Thank you very
much.
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Now back home and at work, attempting to sure-handedly reenter the crush of everyday life (or at least fake it), I
nonetheless find myself drifting off to thoughts about a shower of "moments"' From the tea ceremony quote that describes
each moment we meet as once in a lifetime, to any of the seemingly hundreds of other video clips we shot throughout our
nine days in Japan, I can only describe this experience as everything that I hoped it would be and much, much more.

Our delegation quickly transformed from thirteen strangers with little more than an ethnic history in common, into a
team that demonstrated a desire to work together and help each other ensure a successful experience for all. Our mission
similarly took shape organically as recurring themes emerged from the interests and concerns of delegation members, and
with the masterful coaching of Irene-san. As a result, I have come to know and to trust a group of Japanese American lead-
ers from across the nation, with whom I hope to maintain contact for many years.

Unexpectedly, this experience has also enriched my own understanding and appreciation for what it means to be
Japanese American. This has come from seeing myself and my compatriots from the perspectives of others, such as the
feedback from former delegates and Japanese Americans in Japan, with their advice and expectations regarding our roles.
This has also come from discussions with the Japanese, and their questions and implicit assumptions about our identity. It
has come from interaction with people from Okinawa and their perspectives on life in Japan and history with Americans.
And it has come through the cultural sights and orientation that illuminated the origins of some of my own personal habits.
Lastly and perhaps most importantly, my appreciation for the diversity of Japanese Americans was bolstered by looking at
our delegation itself — with our wide range of backgrounds, life experiences, professional interests, and personal styles. This
has given me great optimism for our future.

Finally, this experience has strengthened my own personal connection to Japan, through meeting and getting to know
people in MOFA, CGP, and the numerous political and other figures that we encountered and shared moments with. As I
reflect on what this program has meant to and for me, it would seem that I actually could take on a meaningful role in
being a bridge, and a player. Two years ago I would not have imagined this as possible. I look forward to the next opportu-
nity to contribute.
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As I try to sum up my reflections of the 2009 Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program, I think back on what
made this trip so special. From the moment we all gathered at Narita International Airport, it became apparent to me that
we delegates had something in common. Although we came from very different backgrounds, we all shared the bond of our
common ancestry and a desire to learn more about what it means to be Japanese.

Right from the start of the trip, I was taken aback by the level of access that we were granted to such interesting and
distinguished people. To think that Prime Minister Aso, Speaker Kono, HIH Princess Takamado, and a host of other nota-
bles actually made time just for us still amazes me. Here in our own country most of us would be hard pressed to gain an
audience with anywhere near such high level dignitaries.

On our cultural visits, I was reminded of the relative differences in historical age between Japan and the United States.
In contrast to the past two and a half centuries of American history, the rich tapestry of Japan dates back over a thousand
years. It was mesmerizing to walk through Nijo Castle and listen to the nightingale floor sing its song from centuries ago.
At the same time, I will never forget our introduction to Kyogen at the private residence of the Shigeyama Family in
Kyoto. To learn that these masters have been performing Kyogen for fourteen generations was remarkable.

During our meetings with Keidanren and Forum 21, I was surprised to find out how interested our Japanese counter-
parts were in current events and public opinion in the United States. Their questions on the new Obama Administration
and what has been coined "Japan Passing" relayed the significance they held on US-Japan relations.

While meeting with our gracious hosts, I was continually reminded that we had more in common with our Nihonjin
brothers and sisters than just our genetic makeup. Observing Japanese culture for the better part of two weeks provided
me with valuable insight into my own personal history. I feel extremely fortunate to have been included as a member of
this delegation. I certainly hope that this program continues on in perpetuity so many more people can experience this
firsthand.
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My involvement with the Japanese American Leadership Delegation Program has placed a stamp on my life. Through
the application process and the selection interviews, I developed an intellectual understanding of the goals of the program
and the logistics of the trip. However, the experience of traveling to Japan, listening to Japanese leaders and citizens in the
company of the 12 other delegates connected for me the intellectual with an emotional experience. As a result my life has
been changed in a subtle but significant way.

I left Japan with a new clarity of what it means to me to be Japanese American and in my case, Japanese Canadian as
well. Although there were differences between the delegates by region, family experiences, and personal preferences, there
were also important similarities. I was born and raised in Canada but even still, we shared the experience of having been
taught Japanese values by our families of origin and wrestling with how to do the same with our children. We shared sto-
ries of our parents' internment, our own experiences of racism and being treated at times as outsiders. The trip provided a
protected space for us to come together to think and talk about these issues.

We visited shrines, gardens, historical sites, and urban centers. We met Japan's leaders and American leaders in Japan.
We had substantive discussions, informal conversations, sang karaoke, created bingata, danced to the sanshin, and shared
food with Japanese citizens across a range of professions, ages, and prefectures. The Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial
Museum was a life changing experience for me. The devastation and the resiliency of the land and the people is the human
story of all that is evil and all that is beautiful in our world. In its totality, these experiences awakened me to the complexi-
ty of Japan. I have a new curiosity about what it means to be Japanese and Japanese American. I look forward to all that I
will learn in the years ahead.
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Japan sure to become a diverse society

Like it or not, with or witheut immigration, this country will inevitably open up
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A Japanese-American artist Jimmy Tsutomu Mirikitani was born in Sacramento, California in 1920.
He was raised in Hiroshima, Japan but returned to the United States prior to the World War Il. He
was living in Seattle when the war broke out and was sent to the Tule Lake internment camp in
California and then to the Crystal City camp in Texas after the war. After spending 2 years in
Seabrook Farm in Bridgeton, New Jersey, he moved around in east coast area and now resides in
New York City. The documentary film about his life, "The Cats of Mirikitani" has earned critical
acclaim as well as popularity among the audience around the world. The film won the Audience
Award at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival and the Best Picture Award in Japanese Eyes category at
the Tokyo International Film Festival 2006.
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