
& U.S.-Japan Council (Japan)

 Additional Keynote Speakers

2017 Annual Conference

 Elaine CHAO, U.S. Secretary of Transportation

Secretary Chao served as U.S. Secretary of Labor from 2001 to January 2009, 
and is the first Asian American woman in American history to be appointed 
to the President’s cabinet. She is also only the third woman in U.S. history to 
be appointed to two cabinet posts. Secretary Chao has a distinguished career 
in the public, private and nonprofit sectors. An immigrant who arrived in 
America at the age of eight speaking no English, she has devoted most of 
her professional life to ensuring that everyone has the opportunity to build 
better lives for themselves and their families. She has never forgotten her 
roots, and has launched many programs to help Asian Pacific Americans, and 
other underserved communities, access opportunity in mainstream America.  

As U.S. Secretary of Labor, she focused on increasing the competitiveness of America’s workforce in 
a global economy, promoted job creation, and achieved record results in workplace safety and health. 
Previously, Secretary Chao served as President and Chief Executive Officer of United Way of America 
and Director of the Peace Corps. She earned her MBA from the Harvard Business School and an 
economics degree from Mount Holyoke College. She is the recipient of 36 honorary doctorate degrees. 

 Masayoshi YOSHINO, Minister for Reconstruction

In April 2017, Mr. Yoshino assumed the role of Minister for 
Reconstruction. Mr. Yoshino is responsible for reconstruction efforts following the 
unprecedented disaster caused by the large-scale earthquake, tsunami and nuclear 
power plant accident that occurred as a result of the Great East Japan Earthquake 
in March 2011. As his home in Iwaki City, Fukushima was also damaged, he is 
committed to promoting reconstruction policies, standing shoulder to 
shoulder with those affected by the disaster. He was elected to the House of 
Representatives in 2000, becoming the Parliamentary Vice-Minister of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2005, and State Minister of the 
Environment in 2008. Within the House of Representatives, he was appointed 

as Chairperson of the Committee on Environment in 2012, as Chairperson of the Special Committee 
on Investigation of Nuclear Power Issues in 2014 and as Chairperson of the Special Committee on 
Reconstruction after the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2016. Prior to being elected to the House of 
Representatives, Mr. Yoshino was elected to the Fukushima Prefectural Assembly in 1987, after being 
employed at a timber company. He received his bachelor’s degree in commerce from Waseda University.
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2018 Annual Conference
Save the Date! 

November 7-9
Cerulean Tower Tokyu Hotel  

Tokyo, Japan
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