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WHO WE ARE

Founded by Japanese Americans, the U.S.-
Japan Council is the premier organization
dedicated to strengthening U.S.-Japan relations
through people-to-people connections.

From high school classrooms to corporate
boardrooms, from college lecture halls to the
halls of government, we develop and connect
leaders from every sector committed to a
strong and enduring global partnership.

Through our transformative leadership
initiatives, innovative exchange programs, and
impactful in-person and virtual events, we bring
together leaders at every level to address key
bilateral issues. Our community of members
across the United States and Japan is a vibrant
and diverse professional and personal network.

OUR \/ ISION It fosters deep connections and opportunities
to make meaningful contributions.

A world where the U.S.-Japan relationship serves as
the model for a thriving global partnership that
inspires international collaboration and nurtures
visionary leaders who create an inclusive, sustainable,
and secure world.

OUR MISSION

We cultivate and connect leaders at every level in the
United States and Japan who are committed to
strengthening our global partnership.
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WORDS FROM LEADERSH

Dear USJC Community,

As we reflect on 2024, a remarkable year of
growth and impact for us, we are pleased to
present our Annual Report. This document
represents not just a collection of achievements,
but a demonstration of the vibrant community
we've built together across sectors and
generations over the last 15 years.

This past year reflects our strong commitment
to our mission to cultivate and connect leaders

at all levels across the U.S. and Japan. Through 2 =2
our wide range of programs, events, and

initiatives, we've continued fostering meaningful KATHY MATSUI SUSAN MORITA
relationships and creating opportunities for Board Co-Chair Board Co-Chair
connection and collaboration between our two 2023-2024 2023-2024

nations.

We successfully launched the TOMODACHI Kibou for Maui program with support from the Government of Japan and
key partners including the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii, ODYSSEY Nature Japan, and PICHTR. The pilot of our
Mineta Ambassadors Program, in partnership with the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, marked another significant milestone in
developing next-generation leaders. Our impact was recognized at the highest levels of government, with three of
our initiatives being highlighted for their role in strengthening people-to-people ties in the United States-Japan Joint
Leaders' Statement issued in connection with Prime Minister Kishida's State Visit.

In the following pages, you'll find stories from the past year of impact, growth, and
transformation. From facilitating crucial dialogues through Government Briefings
to hosting over 700 participants at our Annual Conference in Tokyo, each
endeavor reflects our commitment to strengthening U.S.-Japan relations and
developing leadership pipelines across sectors.

We are deeply grateful to our supporters, partners, and members who make
USJC's work possible. Looking ahead, we remain committed to our vision of a
world where the U.S.-Japan relationship models a thriving global partnership and
inspires visionary leaders to create an inclusive, sustainable, and secure world.

With appreciation,

AUDREY YAMAMOTO Kathy Matsui & Susan Morita, Board Co-chairs

Audrey Yamamoto, President & CEO
President & CEO
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2024 HIGHLIGHTS

Fifteen years of unwavering commitment to strengthening U.S.-Japan relations culminated
in recognition in the United States-Japan Joint Leaders' Statement, which recognized
USJC's role in deepening people-to-people ties through impactful programs and initiatives.
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Co-hosted pivotal government briefings and roundtables featuring distinguished leaders such as U.S. Senior Advisor
to the President for International Climate Policy John Podesta, United States Deputy Secretary of the Treasury Wally
Adeyemo, and Representative Adrian Smith

Led TOMODACHI Kibou for Maui with generous support from the In partnership with the U.S. Embassy in
Government of Japan in partnership with the Japanese Cultural Center Tokyo, launched Mineta Ambassadors

of Hawaii, ODYSSEY Nature Japan, and PICHTR Program pilot with a $12M endowment to
support student exchange experiences
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Hosted an engaging Annual Conference Celebrated 15 years of USJC's impact with heartfelt tributes,
attended by over 700 participants, including including a commemorative video and an inspiring fireside chat
nearly half from the United States and a quarter

under the age of 40, with the first-ever
conference-adjacent GX-DX-Al Summit 2024 U.S.-JAPAN COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT | 4
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next-generation
leaders trained
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success of our member events
mission
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STRENGTHENING OUR
GLOBAL PARTNERSH

USJC continued serving as a trusted convener of high-level, bilateral
conversations. Our U.S.-Japan Leadership Initiative is a framework that develops
a robust network of globally minded leaders focused on addressing critical
bilateral issues.
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At our signature event - the 2024 Annual Conference -
we welcomed over 700 attendees, with nearly half from
the United States and a quarter under 40. We were
honored to feature distinguished speakers, including
Takeshi Niinami; Jun Sawada; Governor KOIKE Yuriko;
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel; Member of the House of
Representatives KONO Taro; and Her Imperial Highness
Princess Takamado.

US-JAPAN
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US-JAPAN
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CULTIVATING
LEADERS AT
EVERY LEVEL

Our leadership initiatives flourished
through multiple programs that
cultivated leaders who are committed to
our global partnership. This includes
programs for high school and college
students through our TOMODACHI
Initiative, TOMODACHI Alumni
Leadership Program, Toshizo Watanabe
Study Abroad Scholarship Program, and
the newly launched Mineta Ambassadors

Program. In addition, we hosted our U40
Summit in Seattle and selected
exceptional leaders—both rising and
established— for our Emerging L eaders
Program, Advanced | eaders Collective,
and Japanese American L eadership
Delegation.

We also coordinated the annual meeting
of the Ambassador, Consuls-General and
Japanese American Leadersin
Washington DC that was hosted by
Ambassador YAMADA Shigeo and
sponsored by the Japanese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Prominent Japanese
American leaders were selected by their
respective Consulates to discuss ways to
work collaboratively to ensure a stronger
U.S.-Japan relationship.

Next-Generation Leaders
TOMODACHI Initiative
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TOMODACHI Alumni
Leadership Program

Emerging Leaders
Program

Advanced Leaders
Collective

Japanese American
Leadership Delegation

CHANGE
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ADDRESSING
KEY BILATERAL
ISSUES

Climate & Sustainability Initiative

In March, USJC partnered with the US. Embassy
in Tokyo and the Institute of Energy Economics,
Japan (IEEJ) to co-organize a roundtable
featuring John Podesta, Senior Advisor to the U.S.
President for International Climate Policy, that
focused on the U.S.-Japan Partnership for a Net-
Zero World. In September nearly 700 participants
joined a webinar focused on carbon pricing that
USJC hosted in partnership with the Institute of
Energy Economics, Japan and the EU-Japan
Centre for Industrial Cooperation.

Our GX-DX-Al Summit, held on November 1 at the
Deloitte Tohmatsu Innovation Park, brought
together over 200 leaders from various sectors to
explore how Green Transformation (GX), Digital
Transformation (DX) and Al are shaping Japan's
technological and sustainable future. Following the
Summit, a celebratory Tradition & Innovation Soiree
that blended Japan's cultural heritage with modern
innovation and featured a musical performance by
the renowned Kodo taiko group from Sado Island.

The 33rd Business Advisory Board Meeting
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Business Advisory Board

The Business Advisory Board (BAB) consists of Japanese
business leaders with U.S. experience and senior
American business leaders in Japan, all of whom are
familiar with our mission. Under the leadership of Masaaki
Tanaka, Vice Chair of the USJC Board of Councilors, the
BAB hosted three meetings in 2024, attracting nearly 200
members and guests.

Government Briefings

Our Government Briefings provide a critical platform for
dialogue between key Council stakeholders and
government officials shaping U.S.-Japan policy. These
briefings deepen understanding of the political and
economic landscape and foster stronger ties between
government and private sector leaders. Through timely,
off-the-record conversations, participants gain unique
insights into strategic priorities and emerging challenges
across both nations. Featured speakers in 2024 included:
U.S. Representative Adrian Smith, Chair, U.S.-Japan
Congressional Caucus and Deputy Treasury Secretary
Wally Adeyemo.
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MEMBERS &
COMMUNITY

Our member regions bridge global perspectives with local
action to foster meaningful engagement. Highlights include
Visionary Voices series launch in New York, discussions in
Northern California navigating the future of U.S.-Japan
relations after the 2024 elections, and bonenkai celebrations
across the world. Our 12 member regions worked to
strengthen local community connections, while member-led
affinity groups continued to connect members across
regions through virtual events and seminars.
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Kathy Matsui, Co-Chair
Susan Morita, Co-Chair
Ann Teranishi, Secretary
Eiichiro Kuwana, Treasurer
Kira Teshima Conlon
Margaret Cummisky

Dianne Fukami

Kazuhiro Gomi

Todd Guild

Sachi Hamai

U.S. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Yoh Kawanami
George Kobayashi
Masatoshi Komoriya
Katrina Lake

Josh Morey

Andrew Ogawa

Mark Okada

Yoko Otani

Curtiss Takada Rooks

BOARD OF COUNCILORS

Ernest M. Higa, Chair
Takeshi Niinami, Vice Chair
Masaaki Tanaka, Vice Chair
Shigeru Ariizumi

Gerald Curtis

His Excellency Ichiro Fujisaki
Hiroyuki Fujita

Glen S. Fukushima

Yuko Hayashi

James Higa

Toshiaki Higashihara
Jennifer Hirano

Yosuke Jay O. Honjo
Masami lijima

Noriyuki Inoue

Ken Inouye

Russell K. Kawahara

Hans Klemm

Ambassador Masaharu
Kohno

His Excellency KONO Taro
Hiroko Kuniya

Kanetsugu Mike

Tsuyoshi Nagano

Merle Aiko Okawara

Kentaro Okuda

John Onoda

Gill Pratt

Susan Roos

His Excellency
Kenichiro Sasae

Scott Sato

Jun Sawada

Honorable John
Thomas Schieffer

|sao Takashiro

George Takei

Miki Tsusaka

Toshizo Watanabe

Akio Yamaguchi

Kristi Yamaguchi

Roy Yamaguchi

Dr. Shinya Yamanaka

Paul K. Yonamine

Yoshiteru (Terry) Suzuki
Rona Tison

Minoru Tsumura
William Tsutsui

Masami Tyson

Audrey Yamamoto

JAPAN
BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Henry Seiichi Takata, Chair
Takako Ebata

Norie lwamoto

Ayako Kameda

Takashi Ohde

Jenifer Rogers

Miyuki Tani

Audrey Yamamoto

THANK
YOU

As we reflect on 2024, we
are profoundly grateful to
our supporters, partners,
and members. Your
dedication and generosity
have made our work and
impact over the past year
possible. We look forward
to continuing to work
together to ensure a strong
and enduring U.S.-Japan
partnership for generations
to come.

STAY
CONNECTED
WITH USJC

Follow us on social media
and for the latest updates.

f @U.S-Japan Council
(©) @USJapanCouncil

[in] @U.S.-Japan Council

X @usJc
(&) @USJC

PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY BOARD

Phyllis Campbell Frederick H.
David Kenji Chang Katayama
Donna Cole Stan Koyanagi

Royanne Doi
Robert Ichikawa
Tom lino

Yuko Kaifu Paul Niwa

Colbert Matsumoto
Gary Moriwaki
David Nishida

Susan Onuma
Stephen Hiroshi
Sakanashi
Dennis Teranishi
Jan Yanehiro
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OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO

OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

PLATINUM
$100,000

amazon AmericanAirIines\‘\
N
Deloittee. Q@ EVO rabbit
KATHY MATSUI
FAMILY FUND (.) MUFG
THE TOSHIZO ANONYMOUS
WATANABE INDIVIDUAL

SIX TREE
PN FOUDATION DONOR
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OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO

OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

TITLE
$50,000

CPB Foundation 'DA’K’N EY Go gle

Building a better
working world

@ SUSAN MORITA
.“ & ALAN NEC © NTTGroup
ITOEN MATSUMOTO
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(7SUSTECH M ymete . €9.  TOYOTA

SIGNATURE
$25,000
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OUR DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO

OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

/) AL
[Consulting
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$10,000
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m Arnold&Porter JOHN BASALLA ? e
BLACKSAND RANDALL & DONNA ROYANNE
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FIRST[1R|RATE cenEraL aTomcS H
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JC.CFUND Jera Juniper
Realise your dreams e g N it NerwoRs
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masuvdafunai gt S mirsumism Ui
T DE T MATSUMOTO TR ROSTES s
Morgan Stanley NAGASHIMA OHNO HIROKO “
& TSUNEMATSU NISHIKAWA
MARCUS & LISA s \
OGAWA 33 2 paloalto ? JENIFER
PEREGRINE ROGERS

SMALL RIVER FOUNDATION

salesforce

Spacefor your Smile
&3 SKY Perfect JSAT

SUN NOODLE"

RONA
TISON

WILLIAM M.
TSUTSUI

WINDELS |t
MARX

Miendortur

SERVCO y&

sojitz Q soMos LANCE STUART &
New way, New vatue GROUP SONY JESSIE FURNESS
HENRY SEIICHI
SUNTORY systemsGo TAKATA
HIROKO & MASA ANN ;l:)il:][;?s
TANAKA TERANISHI TERANISHI
&Q S, @ MINORU
\Y @ TOKYU HOTELS
TOKIOMARINE TOKYU CORPORATION TSUMURA
GrouP
RICH & MASAMI m LOUIS
TYSON bank VolueAct Captal” VIGDEN
KRISTI INKINEN PAUL & LYNDA
i JAPANNEWS YANAGIHARA

CHARITABLE FUND

YONAMINE

GOLD
$5,000

Darin Arita
Phyllis Campbell
Central Japan Railway Company

CRIEPI (Central Research Institute of
Electric Power Industry)

David Kenji Chang & Jaime Sugino
COACH A Co., Ltd.

DELSOLE Corporation
e-solutions, inc.

Takako Ebata Office

Atsuko Toko Fish

Dr. Hiroyuki & Mrs. Mikiko Fujita
Dianne Fukami

Glen S. Fukushima

Global Link Lab. Inc.

Kazu & Lynda Gomi

Sachi Hamai

Hawaiian Electric

Higa Industries Co., Ltd.

Tom lino

Japan Airlines Co., Ltd.
Japanese American National Museum
Japan Industrial Partners, Inc.
Ayako Kameda

Russell & Yuko Kawahara

Yoh Kawanami

Stan Koyanagi

Mitsui Chemicals America, Inc.
Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd.

Janice Munemitsu

Debra Nakatomi

Northrop Grumman Corporation
Oracle Corporation Japan

The Roche Family Foundation
ROKIGROUP CO., LTD.

Sansei Technologies, Inc.
Sompo International

Symetra Life Insurance Company
Christopher Vilburn

Roy Yamaguchi
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2024 MINETA AMBASSADORS

PROGRAM DONORS

“Top Donors

Aflac Goldman Sachs Satoru and Hiroko Murase Thierry Porte

Apple” Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd., Oisix ra daichi Inc.
and Kawasaki Good Times

Foundation

TOBE MAKI Foundation and
Otsuka America, Inc.
The BlackRock Foundation® PKSHA Technology Inc.

United States-Japan Foundation
CrowdWorks, Inc. Kikkoman Corporation Sony Group Corporation

The Toshizo Watanabe
Dr. Hiroyuki and Mrs. Mikiko Fujita Foundation”

Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group Suntory Holdings Limited

THANK YOU TO OUR

CONTRIBUTING BENEFACTORS

Members who make a contribution of $1,000 towards their membership

Wendy Abe
Diane Y. Adachi
Shizuka Asakawa
Kathryn Bannai
Suzanne Basalla
William Bryant
David Buerge
Mary Collins
Tracey Doi
Epstein Becker Green
Lori Fremin
Ryotaro Fujii

Koji Fukumura
Mark Fukunaga
Edwin Futa
Katherine Hall
Terry Hara

Lynn Hashimoto

Eric Heenan
Scott Higashi
John Hirabayashi
Jennifer Hirano
Yosuke Honjo
Fumiaki Ikeno
Kensuke Inoue
Eugene Izumo
Atsuko Jenks
Yuko Kaifu
Atsuko Kanai
Hidehito Kanai
Masanari Katsumi
Keidanren-USA
Derek Kenmotsu
Moriaki Kida
Michael Kobori
Walter Kunitake

Mari Kuraishi
Charles D. Lake Il
Michael Maekawa
Jonathan Malamud

Denny Minami

Christopher Mitchell

Masahisa Mitsunaga

Joshua Morey
David Morimoto
Yuichiro Morimoto
Brennon Morioka
Mark Mugiishi
Satoru Murase
Jeanne Murata
Lauren Nahme
Verne Naito
Norman Nakasone

David Nishida

Roger Nozaki
Andrew Ogawa

Dee Dee Ohara Blizard
Allen Okamoto

John Okamoto

Carrie Okinaga

John Onoda

Susan Onuma
Kathleen Pike
Thierry Porte

Jason Rabbitt-Tomita
Richard Raiford
Melissa Rinne
Edward Rogers
Akemi Saitoh

Myles Shibata

Mariko Silver

Michael Stephenson

Dennis Sugino
George Tanaka
June Taylor

Lori Teranishi

Tyler Tokioka
Kenshiro Uki

Allen Uyeda
Suzanne Vares-Lum

Glen Wood/Smart Vision
Logistics

Akira Yamamoto
Bruce Yamamoto
Hironobu Yoshikawa
David Yoshimura
Atsuko Yube

Governor Hidehiko Yuzaki
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